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Tux knowledge of the Egyptians was con- 


cealed in hieroglyphics and other myſterious 


characters; that of the Grecians in ſymbols 
and emblematical alluſions: but Æſop, having 
penetrated through the veil they had thrown 
over her, brought all their myſteries to light, 
and wrapped them up in fables. Has life, as 


recorded by Planudes and other writers of an- 


tiquity, is here faithfully preſented to the 
public. 
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He was born at Ammonius, in Phrygia the 
Greater; a town in itſelf obſcure, though, 
fi om its being the birth place of Æſop, might 
{1 ucceſsfully have entered into competition as 
a rival with choſe cities that with a noble 
emulation contended for the birth of Homer. 

All agree that his perſon was uncommonly 
deformed, inſomuch that the Therſites of 
Homer ſeems to be but an imperfect tranſ- 
cript of him. His head was long, noſe flat, 


lips -thick and pendent, a hump back, and 


complexion dark, from which he contracted 


his name (Aſopus being the ſame with 


#thiops), large belly, and bow legs: but his 


greateſt infirmity was, that his ſpeech was 


flow, inarticulate, and very obſcure. . Such was 


the perſon of Æſop. But, as Nature often ſets 
the moſt refulgent gems where they would be 


leaſt expected, ſo ſhe endowed this extraordi- 


nary man with an accompliſhed mind, capa- 


„„ . Ml 


ble of the moſt ſublime and elevated ideas 


His ſtation in life alſo, as well as his perſon, 
ws mean and contemptible; the former part 
of which was ſpent in the moſt abject po- 
verty, and the latter in flavery, till a few years 
before his death. 

His firſt maſter (under whoſe dominion he 
then groaned), finding him incapable of any 
domeſtic buſineſs, employed him in the field, 
where, not lon g after, he gave the firſt teſti- 
mony of his ingenuity. It happened whe day, 
when his maſter was walking in the field, that 
a labourer preſented him with ſome delicious 
figs; which he immediately gave to the care 

of Agathopodus (another of his fervants) till 
he returned from the bath. But he, in league 
with his fellow ſervant, agreed to eat them, 
and lay the guilt upon Eſop. When the 
maſter returned, they loudly accuſed Æſop of 


eating the figs. The maſter, enraged, ſent for 
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Eſop, and aſked him what could induce him 
to eat the figs he had ordered to be reſerved? 
Not anſwering readily in his defence, he was 
ordered to be puniſhed. But, falling at His 
maſter's feet, he implored him to ſuſpend the 


puniſhment. In which interval he ran and. 


fetched ſome warm water, and drank it; then, 
putting his finger down his throat, he cauſed 
the water to return, for he had eaten nothing 
that day. He then requeſted that his ac- 
caſers might be ordered to do the ſame; 


which, his maſter approving, they were told 
to do; and the conſequence was, that Aſop's 
innocence was apparent, and his enemies were 
given to the puniſhment they juſtly deſerved. 
The day followin g his maſter returned to 
the city, and Æſop was remanded to his la- 
bour; when he met two prieſts of Diana who 
had loſt their way. They commanded him, 


in the name of Jove, to direct them into the 


xili 


moſt regular track; which he not only per- 
formed, but refreſhed them with meat; for 
which kindneſs he gained their good wiſhes, 
as well as their prayers. 

Zſop, returning to his taſk, oppreſſed with 
care and labour, lay down to fleep; and in a 
dream beheld Fortune ſtanding by him, grati- 
fying him with volubility of lan guage, and 
the ability of wrapping up his ideas in the 


form of apologues. Immediately ſtarting UP, 


he exclaimed, * O wonderful ! in whata charm- 
ing trance have I been; for, behold, I ſpeak 


fluently, and can regiſter each creature by its 


name. This certainly is the reward of my 


compliance and kindneſs to the ſtrangers.” 
Overjoyed, he went to his labour. Having 


committed ſome fault, Zenas (overſeer of the 


field) ſtruck him.“ You are always,“ ſaid 


AÆſop, © puniſhing him that offends you not. 


xiv 
If my maſter knew it, he would, no doubt, 
revenge theſe ſtripes.” Zenas, filled with en- 
mity, and aſtoniſhed to hear him ſpeak. flu- 
ently, reſolved (by way of prevention, leſt he 
ſhould be diſcharged as an unjuſt ſteward) to 
accuſe: him to his maſter ; whom, not long 
after, he accoſted, deſirin g the gods to protect 
him. Upon which his maſter inquired, what 
it was that diſcompoſed him? Zenas replied, 
« Something wonderful. in the field.? The 
maſter aſked, what the wonder ben be? He 
anſwered, Æſop, who was thought dumb, 
has now found utterance and elocution.“ His 
maſter obſerved, © This will be ruinous to 
thee, in whoſe eſtimation he was reputed a 
monſter.” -- Zenas rejoined, © What he hath 
ſpitefully ſpoken againſt me I ſhould have 
buried in filence; but againſt you and the 


gods he hath uttered intolerable curſes.” This 


xv 


ſo incenſed his maſter, that he ordered him to 
be ſold for a ſlave, as a recompenſe for his in- 
gratitude and impiety. 

No ſooner had Zenas got Eſop in his 
power than he informed him how he was to 
be diſpoſed of, —To whom he replied, © Do 
your pleaſure.” Shortly after which a mer- 
chant, coming to buy cattle, met Zenas; who 
told him, that though he had no cattle, he had 
a man ſlave to fell. The merchant, hearing 
this, defired to ſee him. Æſop being intro- 
duced, he burſt into laughter, ſaying, * Had 1 
not been convinced by his voice, I ſhould have 
taken him for a blown bladder. Why did you. 
draw me aſide to ſhock my eyes with ſuch a 
deformed monſter?” As he departed, Æſop 
deſired him to ſtop. The merchant replied, 
* Be gone, you filthy cur.” Aſop then re- 
queſted to know for what cauſe he came 


thither. He replied, © To buy ſomething of 
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value, not ſuch a worthleſs thing as thou art.” 
Zſop then preſſed him to buy him, promiſing 
he ſhould find him worth his money. The 
merchant deſired him to explain himſelf. 
Have you at home,” ſaid Aſop, any teſty 


children ?—1 ſhall ſupply the place of bugbear, 


to terrify them into ſilence.” Zenas was then 


aſked, what he would take for that uncouth 


creature? © Three half-pence,” ſaid he. The 


merchant paid the price, obſerving that with 


nothing he had bought nothing. 

When they were come near home, two of the 

merchant's children, ſeeing Aſop, teſtified their 

fear of him by crying.—* Now, fir,” ſaid Æſop, 

« you ſee the effect of my promiſe.” As they 

went into the houſe the merchant, ſmiling, 
commanded AÆſop to ſalute his fellow ſervants; 


who, when they beheld his deformity, ex- 


claimed, © What could induce my maſter to 


bring ſuch a wretch into his family !” 


3 Xvi 

Shortly after this the merchant ordered all 
things to be got ready for an intended journey 
into Aſia. When they were aſſigning to each 
ſervant his proportion of burden, Æſop deſir- 
ed (it being his firſt time) that he might have 
the lighteſt. His requeſt being granted, he 
took up the baſket of bread; at which the 
other ſlaves laughed, conſiderin g that burden 
enough for two. But, when dinner time ap- 
proached, Æſop (who had with great difficulty 
ſuſtained his load) was commanded to ſet it 
down, and diſtribute an equal ſhare of the bread 
to the other ſlaves.— His load: being thus dimi- 
niſhed one half, he purſued his journey with 
pleaſure. At ſupper time he was again ordered 
to diſtribute of his load; after which (the baſket 
being emptied) the next morning he led the 
van, and obliged thoſe, who before had treated 
him with contempt, to applaud his ingenuity. 


Being arrived at Epheſus, and having ſold 
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divers of his ſlaves to good advantage, the = 
merchant was perſuaded to fail with the laſt. 

three to Samos; namely, Cantor, a native of 
Cappadocia, and Grammaticus, born in Ly- 
dia 
Æſop, whoſe character was before deſcribed. 
Now, in order that he might the better ſell the 


; two perſons of large dimenſions; and 


two former, he dreſſed them in new clothes; 
but (foppoſing no art could improve him) he 
dothed Afop in ſackcloth, which expoſed him 
as well to deriſion as to ſale. Among thoſe 
who came to buy was Xanthus, an eminent 
philoſopher of Samos, attended with his ſcho- 
lars . who, having viewed the ſlaves, and ſee- | 
ing Aſop placed in the midſt, ſuppoſed he | 
was ſet there that the other two might appear 
to a greater advantage. 

The philoſopher firſt addreſſed himſelf to : 
Cantor, demanding what he could perform. 


„All things,” ſaid he.—Xanthus then demand- 


xix 
ed what price was ſet upon him. The merchant 
replied, a thouſand half-pence.” Xanthus, 
diſpleaſed at the price, went to the other, and 
aſked him what he could do.—He alſo replied, 
All things.“ The philoſopher then aſked 
the price of Gram maticus. He was told, © three 
thouſand half-pence.” Xanthus, thinking this 
alſo too much, declared he would buy no 

ſervants that were rated at ſo hi gh a price. 
Upon which the ſcholars fu ggeſted to Xan- 
thus to buy Aſop, ſayin g they would pay for 
him.—“ Tis not fit,” ſaid Xanthus, « that I 
ſhould buy him, and you make good the pay- 
ment. Beſides, my wife would be much diſpleaſ- 
ed to have ſuch a mis-ſhapen perſon to wait 
upon her.” The ſcholars replied, © We are not 
always obliged to comply with the deſires of a 
woman; therefore let us examine this deform- 


ed creature.“ Xanthus, turning to Aſop, bid 


him be comforted. „Was I ever hack * Dn 
a 
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Eſop. Of what place are you a native?” 
ſaid the philoſopher. «1 ama negro,” ſaid 
Aſop. « I do not aſk you that, but where 
you were born.” Aſop anſwered, * Of my 
mother.” —< Neither did I aſk that,” ſaid Xan- 
thus. But what place were you born in?“ 
« My mother never informed me whether 
above or below.” —* What can you perform 1 
« Nothing,” replied AÆſop; the two former 
having told you they can do all things, there 
remains nothing for me to do.“ “ Are you 
willing,“ ſaid Xanthus, that I ſhould buy 
you 29 You ought,” anſwered AÆſop, to 
Judge for yourſelf. Why do you aſk me? If 
you are willing, pay down the price, and make 
an end of the buſineſs.” —<« If I buy you,” ſaid 
Xanthus, « yu will try to eſcape.” — If I do,” 
ſaid Aſop, « | ſhall not come to you for ad- 
vice, as you do now to me.” —* But thou art 


deformed!” —* A philoſopher,” replied '/£ſop, 


„ 
« ſhould not only view the body, but examine 
the mind.” The ſcholars, pleaſed with his in- 
genious replies, again requeſted Xanthus to 
buy him. He therefore aſked the merchant 


what price was ſet upon him; who anſwered, 


* Surely thy deſign is to debaſe. my commo- 
dities. Thou haſt * the beſt to take 

the worſt,” However, Xanthus, deſirous of 
buying him, again aſked the price; which, | 
when known, the ſcholars paid, and Xanthus 
took him into nofletfion: | 


When they came near home Xanthus 


commanded Aſop to wait in the porch, leſt 
his deformity ſhould offend his wife; whom- 
Xanthus thus addrefſed—* Miſtreſs, you ſhall 


have no cauſe for the future to be diſcon- 
tented, for there is a ſervant in the porch as 
handſome as ever .was beheld.” At this, the 
maids ſmiled, and contended who ſhould firſt 
oblige him. The wife of Xanthus ordered 
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one of them to fetch him. ſp, overhear- 
ing her, prepared to enter. The maid, amazed 
at his deformity, cried, Art thou he Le Yes, 
fure,” ſaid ſop. Enter not,” replied the 
maid, © unleſs you mean to frighten us all 
out of the houſe.” But Aſop perſiſted, and 
appeared before his miſtreſs; who, u pon ſee- 
ing him, thus addreſſed Xanthus: “ What 
monſter is this you have brought ?—Diſcharge 
bim inſtantly.” At the ſame time declaring 
he had much offended her, and deſiring he 
would return that with which the had en- 
riched him, and ſhe would abandon that un- 
happy manſion. On this Xanthus rebuked 
Zſop, who had diſcoyered fo much ingenuity 
before, that he was ſo ſilent now.“ Caſt 
her off,” ſaid Aſop. © Away with you, vil- 
| hin,” replied he. My love and my life is ſo 
incorporated into hers, as if one heart alone 


managed two bodies. At which Æſop, ſtamp- 
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— 


ing, ſaid that Xanthus was under the domi- 
nion of his wife; and turning to his miſtreſs, 
ſaid, © You, madam, would have had the phi- 
loſopher have brought you a young, hand- 
ſome fellow, whoſe attractions might feed 
your vanity, but at the ſame time might en- 
dan ger his reputation: — Oh, Euri pides, thy 
mouth was a golden one, for theſe words came 


out of it!— Great is the effort of the ſea when 


its waves ſwell into ſedition, and obey no law; 


and the flame or impreſſion of devouring fire, 


poverty, is a ruinous condition; and there are 


many things intolerable, but nothing equal to 


an impetuous woman. 'You, being the wife 


of a philoſopher, ſhould not be attended by 


ſuch -perſons as would bring philoſophy itſelf 


into dif! repute.— She, being unable to con- 


tradict him, aſked Xanthus; where he had pur- 
chaſed this beauty. The handſomeneſs of his 


ingenuity,” ſaid ſhe, © doth recompenſe for 
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the deformity of his perſon: my diſlike of 
him is extinguiſhed.” —« Your miſtreſs,” ſaid 
Xanthus to Aſop, is now reconciled.” Aſop 
ironically replied, © 'Tis a difficult matter ſure 
to appeaſe a woman.“ For the future,” ſaid 
' Xanthus, be filent ; 1 bought you to obey, 
not to contradict.” 

The day following, Xanthus, going to the 
garden to buy herbs, commanded ſop to ac- 
company him. When the gardener had ga- 
thered the herbs, he intruſted them to Æſop. 
When they were. paid for, the gardener aſked 
Kanthus, what was the natural reaſon that the 
herbs which he planted did not improve with 
that quick and active growth, as thoſe which 
were Nature's voluntary production? Xanthus, 
not being able to anſwer the queſtion, thus 
replied, It thus happened from that order 
and ſeries of Providence that threaded to- 


gether inferior cauſes and their effects. At 
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which Æſop ſmiled, —< Do you laugh at me ?” 
aid Xanthus.— I lau gh at you,” anſwered he, 
and not you only, but him that taught you.” : 
pon which Xanthus, addreſſing himſelf to 
the gardener, ſaid, © It is not fit for me, who 
have diſputed in learned auditories, to unravel 
queſtions in a garden. My ſervant here will 
ſolve the difficulty.“ The gardener replied, 
Is there any knowledge treaſured up in this 
ſordid veſſel *”” At which Aſop was offended, 
and aſked the gardener this queſtion. © When 
a widow is engaged in ſecond nuptials ſhe is 
mother to the iſſue of her firſt marriage, but 
ſtepmother to the children of her ſecond huſ- 
band. | Thoſe, to whom by the proper obliga- 
tinto Nature her affections are intitled, ſhe 
affects and values more than thoſe to whom 
ſhe is mother only by accidental relation.—So 
it is here—the earth is a fepmother to thoſe 


plants which are incorporated into her womb 
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by art, but a mother to thoſe which are her 
own free production.“ The gardener was ſo 
well ſatisfied with his reply, that he gave him 
liberty to gather what herbs he might at any 
time want, as a recompenſe. 

Some days after this, Xanthus, having met 
with ſome friends at the bath, and intending 
to invite them to dinner, ordered Æſop to go 
directly home, and boil ſome lentils. He 
went, as enjoined, and only boiled one. Xan- 
| 3 after bathing, accordingly invited his 


friends, informing them, that though their 
fare would be but ſcanty, yet he was confident 
| they would take the will for the deed.When 
they came home Xanthus ordered Æſop to 


bring ſomething to drink; who, taking ſome 
water from the ſtream of the bath, preſented 
it to Xanthus.— At which he was offended, 
and aſked Aſop where he brought it from? 
From the bath,” ſaid Æſop. Xanthus, on 


xxvii 
ane of his friends, concealed his anger, 
and called for a baſon, which ſop having 
brought, ſtood ſtill, —Xanthus aſked him, Do 
you not waſh ?” He replied, © Tis for you to 
command, me to obey.” But to put water 
in the baſon was no part of the command. 
Upon which Xanthus aſked his friends whe- 
ther they thought he had bought a ſer- 
vant ?!—Who replied that, in their opinion, 
he had rather purchaſed a maſter.—Xanthus 
now aſked if dinner was ready? When 
ÆEſop, putting the lentil into a ſhell, preſent- 
ed it to his maſter; who, having tried if it 
was boiled enough, ordered him to ſerve up 
the reſt. Æſop immediately put the broth 
into ſaucers, and brou ght them to Xanthus; 
who aſked where the lentils were? © You have 
it already,” replied Æſop. Did you boil but 
one?” faid his maſter. © No more, ſir,” ſaid 


Æſop; © your command was in the fingular 
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number.” At which Xanthus, incenſed, ex- 
claimed, This fellow is enough to drive me 
mad! but, that I may not deceive my friends, 
go inſtantly, and buy four hogs' feet, and boil 

them.” Which Aſop cheerfully did. Now, 
while they were boiling, Xanthus, wiſhing to 
find ſome cauſe of complaint in Aſop's ab- 
ſence, took out one of the feet; which AÆſop 
on his return miſſed, and, ſuſpecting the de- 
ſign, ran to an adjacent hog- ſty; and, cutting 
off one of the feet of a fatted hog, ſin ged it, 
and put it into the pot. Xanthus, ſuſpecting 
that Æſop, on the diſcovery, would run away, 
put the foot in again. 80 that, when Aſop 
came to ſerve them up on the die he found 
there were five. Upon which Xanthus in- 
quired by what means they were multiplied. 
Aſop anſwered by aſking, „How many feet 
have two hogs !“ His maſter replied, « Eight. „ 


— Here, then,” ſaid Æſop, are five preſent, 
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and yon fatted hog hath the other three.” — 
Xanthus, bein g more enraged at this, ex- 
claimed, Did not I ſay this fellow would 
drive me mad * 7 | 
Shortly afterwards one of the ſcholars in- 
vited Xanthus and his fellow ſtudents to a 
feaſt. Where Xanthus, wiſhing to reconcile 
the difference he had occaſioned when he firſt 
returned, ſent AÆſop with a choice diſh to his 
miſtreſs, telling him to give it to her that 
loved him beſt. Æſop went; and, ſeating him- 
ſelf in the porch, called his miſtreſs, and ſhew- 
ed her the preſent Xanthus had ſent to her 
that loved him beſt. „ But this,” ſaid he, 
* madam, is not for you.”—Then, calling his 
' maſter's bitch Lyczna, he caſt it down, and. 
bid her eat it. At his return Xanthus aſked 
him whether he had done as he was ordered? 
He ſaid, © Yes, and ſhe ſwallowed it in my pre- 


ſence.” His maſter then inquired what ſhe 


nothing but what is cuſtomary; but ſwine, 
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ſaid. Nothing to me,” ſaid Aſop, © but to 
you ſhe returns her thanks.” This ſo offend- 


ed his miſtreſs, that ſhe determined to leave 


the houſe. In the mean time, while they were 


all heated with wine, one of the company 
aſked, when would be the time of the great- 
eſt confuſion among mortals? Æſop replied, 
When the dead riſe, and attenapt to trace 


out their ancient poſſeſſions.” Az which the 
ſcholars ſmiled. Another aſked why ſheep die 


ſo calmly, and ſwine with ſuch an offenſive 


noiſe ?—< The ſheep,” | anſwered. Æſop, be- 
ing uſed to be ſhorn, are filent, and expect 


unaccuſtomed to be handled, when they are 
killed, make an hideous noiſe,” | The ſcholars 
were ſo pleaſed with his anſwers that they 
burſt into laughter. Supper being over, Xan- 
thus returned home, and would have ſaluted 


his wife; but ſhe, being highly offended 'at 
| 
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what had paſſed, told him ſhe would have no- 
thing to. ſay to him, who, inſtead of ſending 
her his dainties, had ſent them to his dog.— 
Xanthus, ſurpriſed, aſked Æſop to whom he 
had preſented them. Who replied, © To her 
that loves you beſt.” Then, calling the ſpaniel, 
« This is ſhe,” ſaid he, “ for, though you load 
her with ſtripes, yet ſtill ſhe fawns upon and 
accompanies you.—You ſhould have told me 
to preſent them to your wife. “ You are 
now convinced, miſtreſs,” ſaid NXanthus, © it 
was not my fault that the preſent miſcarried. 
Bear the diſappointment with patience, and I 
; will take an opportunity of avenging it upon 
 Aſop.” But this did not ſatisfy his wife. She 
therefore went to her father; which cauſed 
Æſop to triumph, ſayin g, “Now, fir, you ſee 
which loves you beſt.” 
After this Æſop, obſerving his maſter un- 


eaſy on account of his wife's departure, told 
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him not to be unhappy, for that he would 
ſoon bring her back again. For which purpoſe 
he ſet off to market, and purchaſed fowls, 
geeſe, &c. With theſe he intentionally went to 
the houſe where his miſtreſs reſided, and aſk- 
ed the ſervants if they had any thing to ſell 
that would add to the magnificence of a 
wedding feaſt he was about to provide. They 
inquiring whoſe marriage was going to be ce- 
lebrated, he. replied, Xanthus means to cele- 
brate his ſecond nuptials to-morrow.” This 
intelligence ſoon reached the ear of his wife 3 
and filled her ſo with jealouſy that ſhe flew 
home, and declared that no ſecond eſpouſals 
of his ſhould be eſtabliſhed but upon her urn. 
Thus Kſop, who was the occaſion of her de- 
parture, was the cauſe of her haſty return. 
Not lon g after Nat invited his ſcholars 

to dinner, and ordered Aſop to furniſh the 
feaſt with the chaiceſt. dainties; who, while 
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fulfilling the command of his maſter, was 


ſtudying how to expoſe his folly. He therefore 
laid out the money in tongues, which he 


ſer ved up accompanied with a poignant ſauce. 


The ſcholars much commended this firſt, 


1 courſe, as it furniſhed them with matter for 


converſation: : but the ſecond and third bein 8 
the ſame, the gueſts were aſtoniſhed as well 


as their maſter; who inquired if there was 


nothing provided but tongues? Æſop replied, 


Nothing elſe.” Thou lump of deformity,” 
ſaid Xanthus, « did not I command you to 


prepare the choiceſt dainties ??—* Sir,” ſaid 


Aiop, © your reproof before ohilafphers de- 


ſerves my thanks. What excels the ton gue? 


It is the great channel of learning and philo- 
ſophy. By this noble organ addreſſes, com- 


merce, contracts, eulogies, and marriages, are 


completely eſtabliſhed. On this moves lite 


itſelf. Therefore nothin g is equal to the 
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tongue.“ The ſcholars, departing, declared 
that the philoſophy of Zſop excelled that of 
Xanthus. _ 


Some time after this Xanthus, perceiving 
the diſſatisfaction of his ſcholars, told them it 
was not his deſign ſo to have treated them. 
But now,” ſaid he, © I have ordered my ſer- 
vant to procure the worſt meats for ſupper.” 
Aſop, however, (conſtant to his purpoſe) 
again provided ton gues. Xanthus, more in- 
cenſed {till, aſked him if this was the entertain- 
ment he had ordered? To which Aſop re- 
plied, that he had exactly fulfilled his com- 
mands. For what,” ſaid he, is worſe than 
the tongue -s it not frequently the ruin of ; 
empires, cities, and private connections 1s it 
not the n ee of calumnies and forge- 
ries in ſhort, is it not the grand diſturber of 
civil ſociety ?? When the ſcholars heard his 
reply, they declared that the deformity of his 
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body was but the tranſcript of his diſtorted 
and irregular manners; and gave Xanthus a 
caution, leſt his behaviour ſhould drive him 
out of his mind. To whom #ſop obſerved, 
that their ſpeech betrayed their malice, by en- 
deavourin g to cauſe diſcontent between him 
and his maſter. | 

Xanthus, {till deſirous to reven ge himſelf for 
theſe affronts, again ſought for cauſe to com- 
plain of Æſop; and commanded him (ſince he 
had accuſed the ſcholars of officiouſneſs) to 
find a man that regarded nothing. The next 
day, while traverſing the ſtreets, Æſop diſ- 
covered one ſittin g in a negligent poſture, void 
of reflection. This man Aſop accoſted, and 
invited to dinner with his maſter. The clown, 
without heſitation, followed him, and ſat down 
5 at his maſter's table in his mean attire. Xan- 
thus immediately aſked who this gueſt was? 


Aſop replied, © It is a perſon regardleſs.” 
C2 
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Xanthus then deſired his wife to waſh the 
ſtranger's feet, thinking he would not permit 
her. But, when ſhe offered, the clown care- 
lefsly ſtretched out his feet for the purpoſe, 
and ſuffered her to perform the office. Xanthus 


next ordered him a goblet of wine, which he 


readily drank off. When the meat was' ſet be- 
fore him, Xanthus com plained that it was not 
enough ſeaſoned; but the clown faid, he 
thought it was very agreeable. Whereupon 
Xanthus, troubled becauſe he could not diſ- 


compoſe him, ordered the cheeſecakes to be 


brought, which the ſtranger alſo diſpoſed of. 


Upon this, Xanthus blamed the baker for not 


mingling honey and pepper in the cheeſe- | 
cakes. The baker faid it was not his fault, 
but that of his miſtreſs. Xanthus then ſaid, 
if it was To, that ſhe ſhould be inſtantly burnt 


alive, thinking the clown would attempt her 


reſcue. But he, ſeeing no occaſion for ſo pro- 
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digious a paſſion, deſired Xanthus to wait 
until he brought his wife alſo, that they might 
both ſuffer together. Upon | this Xanthus ac- 
knowledged that Aſop had punctually ful- 
filled his command, for which he would 
ſhortly grant him his freedom. 

The next day Xanthus ſent Æſop to the 
bath, to inforra him what company was there. 
As he was going he met the city prætor; who 
(knowing him to be the ſervant of Xanthus) 
aſked him where he was going. Aſop an- 
ſwered, © I do not know. —At which the præ- 
tor was offended, and ordered him to priſon 
for ſpeakin g ſo impertinently. As they were 
taking him away,. he cried out, * Oh, præ- 
tor, did not I tell you I did not know where 
I was going!“ The pretor, pleaſed with the 
reply, diſmiſſed him: and Æſop went on his 
errand.  Obſervin g that many ſtumbled, both 


going in and coming out of the bath, at a 


XXXVIII 


ſtone which lay at the entrance, and that only 
one attempted to lay it aſide, he went home, 
and told his maſter there was but one perſon 
in the bath. Nanthus arriving, and ſeeing a 
multitude, aſked him the reaſon of his falſe in- 
formation. Aſop told him, there was a great 
ſtone lay at the entebiics; over which many 
- ſtumbled, but only one removed the obſtacle; 


ſo that there was only one man, the reſt being 


little better than cyphers. 
Not long after, on a day fixed by Xanthus 
and other philoſophers for public rejoicts g. 
Xanthus having drank freely, was raiſed into | 
a paſſion, being worſted in ſome diſpute that 
had ariſen. Which Aſop. obſerving, ſaid, 
« Maſter, Bacchus is the parent of three evils. — 
The firſt is voluptuouſneſs, the ſecond intem- 
perance, the third calumny or reproach; of 
which you, being engaged in drink, ſhould 
beware.” — At laſt, Xanthus bein g intoxicated, 
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one of the ſcholars aſked him if it was poſſi- 
ble to drink off the ſea. very eaſy,” ſaid 
Xanthus, 4 will engage to perform it myſelf.” 
Upon which they laid a wager; and having 
exchanged rings, departed. The day follow- 
ing Xanthus miſſed his ring, and aſked Xſop 
what was become of it. © I know not,” ſaid 


he, © but this I am confident of—we muſt not 


ſtay here; for yeſterday, when dif guiſed with 
liquor, you betted your whole fortune that 
you would drink off the ocean ; and, to bind 
the wager, you exchanged your ring.” Xan- 
thus replied, © What could 1 engage leſs ?— 
But can you contrive how to get rid of it. 
« To perform it,” ſaid Aſop, is impoſſible . 
but how to avoid it 1 will ſhew you—When 
you meet again, be as confident as ever, and 
order a table to be placed on the ſhore, and 
perſons prepared to lave the ocean with cups; 


and, when the multitude are aſſembled, aſk 
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what was the wager. The reply will be, that 
you engaged to drink up the ſea: then do you 
addreſs thei thus, Ye citizens of Samos, you 
are not ignorant that many rivers diſcharge 
themſelves into the ſea. My agreement was 
to drink up the ocean, and not thoſe ſtreams. | 
If you, then, can obſtruct their courſe, I am 

ready to perform my engagement.“ Xanthus, 
being pleaſed with the expedient, when the 
people aſſembled, acted and ſaid as Æſop had 
inſtructed him; for which he was highly ap- 
plauded. When the ſcholar fell at his feet, 
and owned himſelf wrong; at the fame time 
requeſtin g that the wager might be diſſolved: 
which Xanthus, at the deſire of the Samians, 
granted. 3 

Aſop, on his return home, intimated to 
Xanthus how much he had merited his free- 
dom, which ſo offended Xanthus, that he had 
bid him go to the door; and, if there were 


xli 

two crows in ſight, to tell him, for it was an 
auſpicious omen; but, if he beheld but one, 
it would be a bad one. Æſop returned, and 
told him he ſaw two perched on a tree. But, 
when Wee went out, one of them was 
gone. Upon which he called Æſop an un- 
grateful villain, obſerving that his whole aim 
was to make him an object of ridicule, for 
which he ſhould now be ſcourged.— Aſop, 
groaning with his ſtripes, addreſſed one who 
entered to ſup with his maſter in a ſad accent 
thus, vou, that beheld one crow, are re- 
warded with a ſupper; and I, that diſcovered 
two, am recompenſed undeſervedly.” Which 
ingenious addreſs ſo ſoftened Xanthus, that he 
forbad the continuance of his puniſhment. 

Shortly after, Xanthus deſigning to enter- 
tain the philoſophers and orators, commanded : 
Aſop to ſtand: at the gate, and to admit none 
but wiſe men. At the appointed time ſeveral 
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came to the gate, requeſting admittance: but 
Eſop put this queſtion to them all“ What 
ſtirs the dog?“ At which they were much 
offended, ſuppoſing he meant 10 give them 
that appellation. At laſt one came who made 
this reply to his queſtion,“ His ears and his 
tail.“ Aſop, fatisfied with the anſwer, ad- 
mitted him, and conducted him to his maſter, 


ſaying there was only one philoſopher had 


deſired admittance. The day followin g. when 


they met at the ſchools, they reproached 
Xanthus with treating them contemptuouſly, 
by permitting Æſop to ſtand at the gate and 
ſalute them with the opprobrious epithet of 


dogs.“ Xanthus aſked if they were ſerious. - 


They replied, they were. Upon which Æſop 
was called, and aſked how he dared to affront 


his friends?—To which he replied, © Did you 
not tell me that none but philoſophers ſhould 
be admitted?” “ And what are theſe?” ſaid 


xliii 


Xanthus, © do they not merit that character? 


« By no means,” ſaid Æſop, for, when they 


came to the gate, I demanded of them—What 


ſtirs the dog! And but one among them all 


gave me a proper anſwer.” Upon this all 


agreed that Æſop had acted ſtrictly as his 


maſter commanded him. 

One day, when Xanthus, accompanied by 
Aſop, went to viſit the monuments, and to 
amuſe himſelf with the inſcriptions, Aſop, 


ſeeing theſe letters on one of them, 1c. © a, , 


T, e, e, 9, x” ſhewed them to Xanthus, aſking 


him their meaning. Who, after ſerious con- 
ſideration, confeſſed he knew not. « Maſter,” 
ſaid Æſop, if by theſe characters I trace out 


a treaſure, what reward ſhall I receive?” Xan- 


thus anſwered, * thy freedom, and half the 


treaſure.” Then Zſop, having dug the earth 
four feet from the ſtone, found it; and, giv- 


ing it to his maſter, claimed his reward. 
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No,“ ſaid Xanthus, not till I can unravel 
the myſtery, the knowledge of which will be 
more than the treaſure.” Æſop told him a 
prudent man had engraven them, and the 
ſenſe was this:“ « going, 8 paces, 4 four, 
o digging, « thou ſhalt find, Ja treaſure, . x of 
gold!” Xanthus anſwered, It will be more 
to my intereſt to keep thee than to let thee 
go.”—* Then,” ſaid Æſop, © I will prove that 


the gold belongs to the king of Bizantium.”— 
How do you prove it?” ſaid his maſter. 
„Thus, replied he, © a reſtore, 6 to the king, 


7 Dionyſius, « which, « thou haſt found, 5 trea- F 


ſure, x of gold.” Upon this Xanthus requeſt- 


ed Æſop to accept the half, as a reward for 


his filence. Æſop replied, © I receive not this 


as the effect of your bounty, but of his who 


concealed it; for this is the genuine ſenſe of 
the letters—a taking, Þ go your way, 3 divide, 


9 which, you have found, 9 the treaſure,” 
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Xanthus replied, © Come, depart; the moiety 
of the gold, and your freedom, ſhall be your 
reward.” As they returned, Xanthus (fearing 
Aſop would diſcover the affair) commanded 
that they ſhould take him to priſon. As they 
were taking him away, Æſop exclaimed, © Do 
the ſolemn promiſes of philoſophers, and their 
ſpecious intimation of liberty, end in priſon 
and fetters?” Upon which Xanthus ordered his 
releaſe, obſerving that what he had ſaid was 
true; though he was confident, when he had 
got his freedom, he would do all that lay in 
his power to injure him. Aſop anſwered, 
« In ſpite of all your artifices, I ſhall obtain 
my liberty.” 

Soon after this, on a day appointed for 
general feſtivity by the citizens of Samos, an 
eagle deſcended, ſnatched up the public ring, 
and afterward dropped it into the lap of a 
flave. The aſtoniſhed Samians applied to 


xlvi 
Xanthus to unfold the myſtery; who, know- 
ing himſelf incapable, was very much deject- 
ed. Aſop, perceiving this, aſked what made 
him ſo unhappy. ©* To-morrow, when you 
appear in public,” ſays he, © tell the Samians, 
that you are not dexterous in theſe matters, 
but you have a ſervant that is.“ To this Xan- 
thus agreed, and accordingly the next day 
Aſop was called forth But, when they ſaw 
him, they ſmiled, aſking contemptuouſly, 


« How can ſuch a deformed creature unfold 


this great myſtery?” Xſop, waving his hand, 


replied, © Ye citizens of Samos, ye ſhould not 


only view the front of the hou fo, ive e ; 


tenant alſo; for frequently an upright and 
underſtanding ſoul dwells in a deformed and 
diſordered body: and you know it is not the 
ſhape of the caſk that men admire, but the 
wine concealed therein.” —Hearing this, they 


deſired him to proceed; wherefore he con- 


3 
* 
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tinued, « Ye Samians, it reſts with you to 
judge between the maſter and the ſervant, If 
I do not unfold the myſtery concealed in this 
ſignal accident, let {tripes be my reward; but, 
if the maſter be outvied by the diſcovery, then 
let my freedom be given me.“ Upon this 
they inſiſted that Xanthus ſhould give Æſop 
TY freedom. Xanthus making no reply, the 
city prætor addreſſed him thus: “ If you do 
not grant the requeſt of the people, I will de- 
clare Æſop free.” Whereupon Xanthus de- 
clared Aſop free, and the city crier proclaim- 
ed it.— Then ſaid AXſop to his maſter, © In 
ſpite of all your malice, I have obtained my 
freedom.” And then, addreſſing the people, 
he thus unfolded the myſtery:—© Ye citizens 
of Samos! the eagle, you know, is the mo- 
narch of birds; and, as the public ring was 
dropped into the lap of a flave, it ſeems to 


forebode that ſome of the adjacent kings will 
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and entomb your liberty in ſlavery.“ 
This filled the Samians with grief. Shortly 


after, letters arrived from Crœſus of Lydia, 
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requiring the Samians to pay tribute, or elſe 
prepare to ſuffer the calamities of a deſtructive 


War. 


Upon which a public council was called, 


and Æſop was requeſted to give his advice; 
who thus added them: We have,“ ſaid 
he, * but two objects before us.—The one is 
liberty; which in the beginning is rough and 
difficult, but in the end ſmooth and eaſy : | 
the other is bondage; whoſe beginning is eaſy, 
but the concluſion fatal and calamitous.” 


The Samians, when they heard this, declared, 
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their liberty would ſtand or fall together. 
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And with this reſolute reply diſmiſſed the am- 
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reſolution, determined to go to war with 
them. But the ambaſſadors adviſed him firſt 
to ſend for ſop, with a promiſe that the 
tribute ſhould be ſuſpended, and then per⸗ 
haps he might reduce them; but that, as long 
as they were ſtrengthened with the counſel of 
ſop, he would not be able. Crœſus took 
their advice, and ſent for nim upon thoſe con- 
ditions. The Samians, being well ſatisfied, 
agreed to give him up. But, when Aſop 
Heard of it, he thus addreſſed them. Ye 
citizens of Samos, I am ready to proſtrate my- 
ſelf at the feet of Craefus, but firſt 1 will tell 
you a tale.—The wolves commenced war with 
the ſheep, but the ſheep were ſecured by the 
generous protection of the dogs; on which 
the wolves ſent ambaſſadors to the ſheep, to 
this end, that, if they deſired peace, they . 
ſhould give up their dogs. The timorous and 


unwary ſheep agreed to it, and ſent away their 
_voL.l. d 


| 


protectors The wolves immediately deſtroy- 


ed their dogs, and then the ſheep fell an eaſy 


prey. The Samians, comprehending his 


meaning, refuſed to let Æſop go, but he re- 


ſolved to accompany the ambaſſadors. 


When they arrived at Lydia, they preſent- 


ed Æſop. As ſoon as the king ſaw him he 


was angry; deſpiſing the idea that ſo deſpi- 
cable a perſon ſhould by his counſels prevent 
him from conquering the Samians.—Eſop, 
obſerving his aſtoniſhment, ſaid, © Mighty fir! 
ſince neither by force nor neceſſity, but my 
own free will, I give myſelf up, 1 requeſt 
your attention.—A certain man, having ga- 


thered many locuſts, killed them; and hav- 


ing with them taken a graſhopper, ſhe thus 


beſpoke him :—* Sir, do not kill me, for I am | 


no ways deſtructive, my whole employment 


being to charm to ſleep the weary traveller. 


Upon which he let her go.—T hus I, O king, 


proſtrate before you, deſire my life may be 
the monument of your mercy, ſince it can- 
not be prej udicial to any man; for in this de- 
formed body you ſhall find an exalted mind.“ 
Creefus replied, © Æſop, not only thy life, but 
a fortune, . ſhall be the proof of my bene- 
ficence. Demand, therefore, what you pleaſe, 
and it ſhall be granted. — Oh king, ſaid 
Aſop, © be reconciled to the Samians.“ The 
king replied, © I am.” And ſhortly after ſent 
Aſop back with letters of reconciliation. On 
his arrival the citizens, crowned with gar- 
lands, ſaluted him, , rejoicing to find that peace 
was re-eſtabliſhed. = 5 
He not long after * FO Samos; : 
and, after paſſing through many kingdoms, 
and diſputing with ſeveral philoſophers, at 
laſt arrived at Babylon; where: he ſoon gained 
the eſteem of king Lycerus. In thoſe days it 


was uſual for nations to ſend philoſophical 
da 


li 


queſtions to each other, ſubject to a fine if 


they could not reſolve them. No] W ſop, 
unfolding thoſe ſent to king Lycerus, improv- 
ed the reputation of the king. He alſo, in 
the king's name, propoſed many; which the 
neighbouring kings were not able to reſolve. 


Aſop, being childleſs, had adopted a noble- 


= man named Eunus for his heir, and ſought 


the favour of the king in his behalf. But one 


"ON day, ſurpriſing him with his concubine, he 


—_—_ 


1 diſcarded him. In revenge for which, Eunus 


| Ls forged letters from Aſop to the philoſophers 
of another kingdom, and preſented them to 
king Lycerus; in which it appeared that | 
Aſop wiſhed to render them ſervices in pre- 
ference to the king. i 
The king, believing the impoſture, with- 
out examining into the truth of it, ordered 
Hermippus to put Æſop to death. But he, 
bein g in friendſhip with AÆſop, concealed ie 


lii 


in a ſepulchre. The King gave Æſop's eſtates 
to Eunus. 

Not long after this, Nectenabo, king of 
Egypt, hearing Aſop was dead, ſent a letter 
to Lycerus, requiring artificers who could 
erect a tower which ſhould neither touch 

heaven nor earth, and one that could reſolve 
all that was demanded; on the accompliſh- 
ment of which he would pay him tribute; 
but, in caſe of failure, he would exact it of 
him. After the king had read the letter he 
cried out, © Æſop, the pillar of my kingdom, 
is dead!“ Now Hermippus, hearing the king 
deplore his loſs, informed him he had not 
performed his command, but had preſerved 
the life of Æſop; well knowing that the king 
himſelf would in the end be grieved. MI 

At which the king rejoiced, and ſent for 
Aſop; who, after having eſtabliſhed his in- 


nocence, was again received into favour, and 


liv 


Eunus was condemned to die; but, on the in- 
terceſſion of Aſop, his life was ſpared. Now, 


as ſoon as the king of Egypt's letter was ſhewn 
to Aſop, he defired that this meſſage might 


be returned— « that, after winter was expired, 
one ſhould appear who would not only erect 
the tower, but anſwer every queſtion de- 
manded. Which was immediately diſpatched. 
 Zſop, having re-adopted Eunus, admoniſhed 
him to this effect My ſon, worſhip God, 
and honour the king; make thyſelf a terror to 


thine enemies, and uſeful to thy friends. Pray 


may not offend thee; and thy friends opulent, 


that they may be able to affiſt thee. Be con- 


nt to thy conſort, leſt thy inconſtancy mould 
make her ſo. Be flow to ſpeak and ſwift to 
Hear. Envy not thoſe who do well. So ma- 


may love. Be not aſhamed to learn, Truſt 
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that thine enemies may be indigent, that they 


nage thy domeſtic affairs that thoſe who fear 
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not thy ſecrets to a woman, leſt ſhe ſhould be 
inſolent. Let to-day's ſtock be the pledge of 


to-morrow's ſtore. Be gentle to all. Diſcard 


paraſites and whiſ perers. Always act as thon 


mayeſt have no cauſe to repent.” —Theſe fay- 
ings had ſuch an effect upon Eunus, that he 


ſhortly after died with remorſe and compunc- 


tion. 


The winter being nearly expired, Æſop 


procured four young eagles; which he taught 


to carry baſkets with little children in them, 5 


and to obey their command: and, havi ing pre- 


pared for his journey into Egypt, in a ſhort 


time ſet off, taking the eagles with him. 
Nectenabo, being told that Eſop was ar- 
rived, expreſſed his ſurpriſe, having under- 
ſtood that he was dead. The next day all his 
officers were aſſembled, dreſſed in white robes; 
and the king in his royal attire and imperial 
diadem. When ſeated on his throne he ſent 


Iv1 


for Æſop, and aſked him, to what he reſem- 
bled him, and thoſe who ſurrounded the 


throne? Æſop replied, © You reſemble the 
vernal ſun, and your attendants a fruitful 
harveſt” With which anſwer the king was 
greatly pleaſed. —The day following the king 
appeared in white, and his retinue in purple; 


when Aſop was aſked the ſame queſtion: to 
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which he anſwered, © You are an emblem of 
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the ſun, and thoſe that ſtand round a type of 
effuſed beams.” Then Nectenabo inquired his 
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opinion of his kingdom, and whether he did 


not think it preferable to that of Lycerus. 
Do not flatter yourſelf,” ſaid Æſop, though : 
your kingdom may ſhine like the rays of the 
ſun, yet, if put into competition with his, it 
would ſoon fade.” Nectenabo, applauding his 


anſwer, aſked where they were that could 


erect the tower. They are ready,” ſaid 
Ai\op, if you have appointed the place.” 


Wii 


Upon which the king ſhewed him a ſpacious 
plain. Then Æſop produced the eagles, with 
the children in the baſkets; and, giving them 
their working inſtruments, commanded the 
eagles to fly; who, being raiſed in the air, 
| demanded the neceſſary materials. Nectenabo, 
hearing their requeſt, ſaid to Æſop, I have 
no men that can fly. AÆſop replied, © How 
then can you think of engagin 8 in a et 
with king Lycerus, who is ſtored with ſuch ?” 
Nectenabo acknowledged himſelf ſubdued. 
Shortly after he ſent for ſeveral ſages from 
Heliopolis, to aſk Æſop a variety of queſtions. 
One of the Heliopolitans at the banquet ſaid 
to Aſop, I am employed by one of our 
deities to aſk you this queſtion.”—* You diſ- 
cover your ignorance,” ſaid Æſop, * by dimi- 
niſhing the knowledge of one of your gods.” 
A ſecond put this queſtion, deſiring Æſop to 


explain it.— There is a vaſt temple, and a 


column ſupporting twelve mag nificent cities, 
each of which is ſuſtained with thirty rafters, 
and conſtantly circulated by two n 
To this Aſop anſwered,— The temple is this 
world, the cities the months, the rafters the 
days of the month, and the day and night are 
the two women who ſucceſſi vely attend each 


other.” 
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* | The day following Nectenabo ſummoned 


his friends, and confeſſed that the tribute ex- 
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acted by Lycerus was due to the in genuity of 
4 Aſop.—One of them replied, * We will try 
= him again with queſtions that were never 
heard of —* And 1,” ſaid ZAſop, © will anſwer 
them.” 


He then departed, and prepared a ſchedule, 


rd . 9 be 
. „ — 2 | Iva TEA ery i PUR pt 
„ EEE 2 —— — — ec 
— — — e. vere — 5 
1 
Xe 


TON 
3 oy: way 
Ree 


* 
ew 5 
FAR a 
w- of ths mn Sus HH os S- — 
n roms 1 " 
OO 3 
. © 4 


. ä 
K N — 


—— 
— — 


— — — a 
3 — * * * 9 4 * 
—— Wy * — — „* = . —— TIER 9 p wa 4; 1 4 
- „» 4 2 2 * 
1 — = Sf mn — 0 
nn 2 „ bl 
CE PRs —— 


S „ oe 
— 0 — 4 S 
K onaB Fg pn>ug 
2 = 3 _ 4 * a 
"AFL _ $3.53 
* i 
— 


r 
r 
R 


14 whereon was engroſſed Nectenabo confeſſes 


he is indebted a thouſand talents to Lycerus.” 
: And in the morning preſented it to the king; 
Who, paying him the money, obſerved that 


. —— 
P_—_ e . —— — — . hy << pe %+ an. af ae — A 
\ k "ER. on” 8 — — 2 1 8 STI Fn - n 
=) 2 _—_ _ _ hays 2 4 — 93 — — ro — * — roxy -- » 
"> . oY — = — ——— bs . par eng — . 2 . — 
» — — * — a — p barony 2 r — — — — 2 
— - = = vw M * —— » ems — . th 
N - - 3 * a — — . 3 * . * Is — 4 > cah, >< ents r 3325 
K a EG 1 — p * — . — 1 ot ge 0 0-5" att; — Ly a 
RP Bo F#m — — Y Dr Rey * _— CITE vaſes Aer} 82 222222 — 
9 


lix 
Lycerus 'was fortunate to have his kingdom 
ſupported by ſo ſagacious a perſon. —He then 
diſmiſſed him, bidding him farewell. 

Aſop, having digeſted the whole into a 


narrative, returned to Babylon, and preſented 


it with the tribute to Lycerus; who was ſo 
well pleaſed, that he commanded an elegant 
ſtatue to be erected to his memory. 

Shortly after he obtained leave of the king 


to ſail into Greece, upon condition that he 


ſhould return to Babylon. Having ſurveyed 
the different provinces, and obtained an emi- 


nent character, he ſet off for Delphos, where 
the temple of Apollo ſtood. But here they 


paid but little attention to his eloquence; ob- 


ſerving which, Aſop ſaid, © Ye citizens of 
Delphos, you juſtly reſemble the wood that 


floats on the ſea; which at a diſtance appears 


ſomething worth, but when it approaches we 


are diſappointed. So I, when at a great diſ- 
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now am led to think you the moſt uſeleſs 


among men.”—Hearing this, they were afraid 


that he would, at his departure, ſpeak diſ- 


reſpectfully of them; they therefore deter- 
mined to enſnare and deſtroy him. For which 


end they took a golden cup out of the tem- 


ple, and concealed it in Æſop's baggage; who, 


| Phians purſued him, and there charged him 
with ſacrilege. He denied the fact; but they 
untied his baggage, found the cup, and diſa 


through their malicious ſtrat agem, defired 
they would not deprive him of his life. But 


to death.—#ſop, unable to extricate himſelf, 
deplored his fate 1n the priſon; while he was 
complainin g, One Demas (a fr iend) aſked him 


tance from your city, did admire you, but 


unſuſpecting, departed to Phocide. The Del- 


covered it to the city. Æſop, now ſeeing 


they firſt condemned him to priſon, and then 


the cauſe of his violent ſorrow.— Æſop re- 
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bei 
plied, A woman, having lately buried her 
huſband, wept daily over his grave. One, 


who was plowing not far off, fell in love with 


her; and, leaving his oxen, went to the grave, 


and mourned with her. She aſked why he 
wept. * Becauſe, replied he, I have lately 


buried an amiable wife, and find it gives me 


eaſe. Such is my fate, ſaid the woman. 


: Then, faid he, as we are united in trouble, 


why ſhould we not be joined in marriage, 


ſince we love each other? While they were 
thus engaged ſome villain took away his oxen; 
upon which he went home, and wept much. 
The woman inquired, why he wept now. 
He replied, I have juſt cauſe to weep.—80 I, 
after having eſcaped many dangers, have 
cauſe to weep that I cannot extricate myſelf 


from this.” The Delphians then came, and 


_ dragged him to the verge of a craggy pre- 


cipice ; when Æſop thus addreſſed them: 
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— 

41 When beaſts did parley, the mouſe, being 
1 intimate with the frog, invited her to ſupper 
1 in the ſtorehouſe of a rich man, deſiring her 
Ne. . | 

| to make herſelf welcome.—After this the frog 
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invited the mouſe; and, that he might not 
be tired with ſwimming, ſhe tied his leg to 
hers. 'This done, they endeavoured to go 
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acroſs the ſtream ; but, before they were half 


over, the mouſe was drowned; and, when 


dying, declared the frog was the cauſe, and 


that ſome more powerful than themſelves ' 
would aven ge his death.— The eagle, behold- 
ing the mouſe floating on the water, ſnatched 
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at him, and with him took the frog; thus 
both fell a prey to the eagle.—S0 I, who am 


ready to fall a victim to your injuſtice, ſhall 


not want an avenger; for all Greece and Ba- 


bylon will unite for that purpoſe.” 
But all this was of no avail; neither his 


attempt to ſhelter himſelf in the temple. 


© 00 


| Ixm 


They till continued dragging him to the 
precipice; when he again addreſſed them: — 
« Ye citizens of Del phos, the hare, being pur- 
ſued by the eagle, retreated into the neſt of 
the hornet. The hornet implored the eagle 
to have pity on the hare. The eagle repulſed 
the hornet, and deſtroyed the hare. The hor- 
net traced out the neſt of the eagle, and de- 
moliſhed her eggs. The next time the eagle 
built her neſt higher; but the hornet ſtill pur- 
ſued, and again deſtroyed them. The third 
time the eagle ſoared, and depoſited her eggs 
between the knees of Jupiter, invoking his 
protection. The hornet, compoſing a ball of 
dirt, dropped it into Jupiter's lap; who, for- 
getting the eggs, ſhook all off together. Be- 
ing informed by the hornet that this was in 
revenge for a former injury, he endeavoured 
to reconcile them, leſt the progeny of his fa- 
vorite bird ſhould be deſtroyed.— But, the 
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hornet perſiſting, he reſpited the hatchin 2 of 

the eagles till the time when the hornets ſally 

forth. And you, citizens of Delphos, deſpiſe 
not this deity, from whom I have implored 
refuge.“ i 
N Now AÆſop, perceiving they continued ſtill 

; deaf to his entreaties, ſternly, and for the laſt 


time, beſpoke them thus: © Ye cruel. and ob- 


durate men, a certain huſbandman, growing 


aged, who had never beheld the city, defired 
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his ſervants to convey him thither, that he 
might ſee it before he died. As he went he 
was overtaken by a violent ſtorm and gloomy 


darkneſs, ſo that the aſſes which drew the 


17 


1 q 


carriage miſtook the way, and guided him to 
a precipice; where, being upon the verge of 
approaching ruin, he thus exclaimed, Oh 
Jove, what injury have 1 committed, that 


hath incenſed thee to cauſe this misfortune; 


eſpecially that I ſhould owe my death not to 
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generous horſes, nor active mules, but to dull 
and deſpicable aſſes?“ ! And this,” ſaid Æſop, 
« is my unhappy fate, to fall, not by the 
hands of perſons of worth and abilities, but 
by thoſe of the vileſt and moſt worthleſs of 
men. This ſaid, the Delphians threw him 
| from the precipice, and he periſhed. ; 

Not long after, a deſtructive peſtilence hav- 
ing raged among them, they were told dy the 
oracle, that it was the expiation of Aſop's un- 
juſt tragedy. Wherefore, in order to avert the 
Judg ment, they erected a pompous monu- 
ment over his varies. : 

But, when the principals of Greece and the 
ſages were informed of the cataſtrophe, and 
having maturely weighed the fact, they ſe- 
verely revenged the innocent effuſion of =_ 
Zſop's blood. e . . = 
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ſo, ſhrugging up his wings, ſhaking his head, 
and putting on a grimace, he expreſſed him- 
ſelf to this purpoſe Indeed, you are a very 
fine thing; but I know not any buſineſs you 
have here. I make no ſcruple of declaring 
that my taſte lies quite another way; and I had 
rather have one grain of dear delicious barley, 


than all the jewels under the ſun.” 
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APPLICATION. 
There are ſeveral people in the world: that 
paſs, with ſome, for well-accompliſhed gentle- 
men, and very pretty fellows, though they are 
as great ſtrangers to the true uſes of virtue and 
knowledge as the Cock upon the dunghill is to 
the real value of the Jewel. _ palliates 
ignorance by pretending that his "taſte lies 
other Way. But, whatever gallant airs people 
may give themſelves upon theſe occaſions, 
without dif] pute, the ſolid advantages of virtue, 
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and the durable pleaſures of learning, are as 


much to be preferred before other objects of 


the ſenſes, as the fineſt brilliant diamond is 
above a barley-corn. The greateſt blockheads 


op appear to underſtand what at bite fame 


time they affect to deſpiſe: and * yet was 


ever ſo vicious, as to have the impudence to 


declare, in public, that virtue was not a fine 
thing. | 3 
But Kill, among the idle, ſauntering young : 
fellows of the age, who have leiſure: as well to 
cultivate and improve the faculties of the mind, 
as to dreſs and embelliſh the body, how many 
are there who ſpend their days in raking after 


new ſcenes of debauchery, in compariſon of 


thoſe few who know how to reliſh more rea- 


ſonable entertainments! Honeſt, undeſigning 


good ſenſe is fo unfaſhionable, that he muſt be 


a bold man who, at this time of day, attempts 


to bring it into eſteem. 
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among a crowd of em pty, frolic, conceited 
admirers, they find out, and diſtinguiſh with 
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opinion, a 


, unaffected perſon, whi 


they did not like! 
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the ſide of ar: 
ground, and the Lamb at ſome 
: him down the current. However, the Wolf, 
| having a mind to pick a quarrel with him, 
| _ aſked him, what he meant by diſturbing the a 
water, and making it ſo muddy that he could 
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ago. — Upon my word, ſays the Lamb, the 
time you mention was before I was born.“ 


ſnarling and foami ing at 


6 


not drink; and, at the ſame time, demanded 
ſatisfaction. The Lamb, frightened at this 


threatening charge, told him, in a tone as mild 


as poſſible, that, with humble ſubmiſſion, he 


could not conceive how that could be; fince 
the water which he drank, ran down from the 


Wolf to him, and therefore it could not be 


diſturbed ſo far up the ſtream. Be that as it 


will, replies the Wolf, you are a raſcal, and 
I have been told that you treated me with ill 


;uage behind my back, about. half a year 


Wolf, finding it to no purpoſe to A” any 
longer againſt 


he had been mad; and drawing nearer to 


the Lamb, * Sirrah, ſays he, if it was nat 


you, it was your father, and that is all one,” 


fell into a * * 


80 he ſeized the poor, innocent, helpleſs 
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thing, tore it to pieces, and made a meal 


of it. 


APPLICATION. 


The thing which is pointed at in this fable 


is ſo obvious, that it will be impertinent to 
multiply words about it. When a cruel W- 


natured man has a mind to abuſe one inferior 


to himſelf, either in power or courage, though | 
he has not given the leaſt occaſion for it, how 


does he reſemble the Wolf! whoſe envious, 


rapacious temper could not bear to ſee inno- 
cence live quietly in its neighbourhood. In 


ſhort, wherever ill | people are in power, inno- 


cence and integrity are ſure to be perſecuted: 
the more vicious the community is, the better 
countenance they have for their own villanous 


meaſures, To practiſe honeſty in bad times, 


is being liable to ſuſpicion enough; but if any 


one ſhould dare to preſcribe it, it is ten to one 
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ſubdued any of them ſin gly, yet he was afraid 
to attack the whole alliance, as knowing they - 


would have been too hard for him, and there- = 


fore contented himſelf, for the preſent, with _.Þ 
keeping at a diſtance. At laſt, perceiving no — 


10 


attempt was to be made upon them as long 


as this combination held, he took occaſion, by 
whiſpers and hints, to foment jealouſies, and 
raiſe diviſions among them. This ſtratagem 
ſucceelled ſo well, that the Bulls grew cold 
and reſerved towards one another, which ſoon 
after ripened into a downright hatred and 
averſion; and, at laſt, ended in a total ſepara- 
tion. The Lion had now obtained his ends; 
and, as impoſſible as it was for him to TY 
them while they were un ited, he found no 
difficulty, now they were . to ſeize and 


devour every Bull of them, one aſter another. 


— 
1 


APPLICATION. 

The moral of this fable is ſo well known 
and allowed, that to go about to enlighten it, 
would be like holding a candle to the ſun. 
A kingdom divided againſt itſelf cannot ſtand; 2 


and as undiſ puted a maxim as it is, was, how- 


II 
ever, thought neceſſary to be urged to the at- 
tention of mankind, by the beſt Man that ever 
lived. And ſince friendſhips and alliances are 
of ſo great importance to our well-being and 
happineſs, we cannot be too often cautioned 
not to let them be broken by tale-bearers and 
whiſperers, al any other contrivance of our 


enemies. 
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tion aſked him, how he could have the im- 
pudence, with thoſe thin lantern-jaws, that 


meagre pale phyz, and blotched ſpotted body, 


to ſet up for one who was able to cure the 


infirmities of others. 


APPLICATION. 


A ſickly, infirm look, is as diſadvantageous 
in a phyſician, as that of a rake in a clergy- 
man, or a ſheepiſh one in a ſoldier. If this 


moral contains any thing further, it is, that we 


ſhould not ſet up for rectifying enormities in 


others, while we labour under the ſame our- 


ſelves. Good advice ought always to be fol- 
lowed, without our being prejudiced upon ac- 


count of the perſon from whom it comes: but 
it is ſeldom that men can be brought to think 


us worth minding, when we preſcribe cures 


for maladies with which ourſelves are infected. 
« Phyſician, heal thyſelf,” is too ſcriptural not 
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to be applied upon ſuch an occaſion; and, if 
we would avoid being the jeſt of an audience, 
we muſt be ſound, and free from thoſe diſeaſes 
of which we would endeavour to cure others. 
How ſhocked muſt people have been to hear 


a preacher, for a whole hour, declaim againſt 


drunkenneſs, when his own infirmity has been 


ſuch, that he could neither bear nor forbear 


drinking; and, perhaps, was the only perſon 
in the con gre gation who made the doctrine at 
that time neceſſary! Others too have been very 
zealous in exploding crimes, for which none . 
were more ſuſ pected than themſelves: but 
let ſuch ſilly hypocrites remember, that they 


whoſe eyes want couching, are the moſt im- 


proper people in the world to ſet up for ocu- 


liſts. 
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THE ASS/EATING THISTLES. 
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proviſions of 


while he was 
doing, he entered into this reflection How 


began to mumble it; which, 


many gr cedy epicures would think themft elves. 
happy, amidſt ſuch a variety o 


delicate viands 
as I now carry! But to me, this bitter prickly 
n 


| C 


* 


— 


Thiſtle is more ſavory and reliſhing than the 


moſt exquiſite and ſumptuous banquet. 


APPLICATION. 

Happineſs and miſery, and oftentimes plea- 
ſure and pain, exiſt merely in our opinion, and 
are no more to be accounted for than the dif- 
ference of taſtes. © That which is one man's 
meat, is another man's poiſon,” is a propoſition 
that ought to be allowed in all particulars, 
where the opinion is concerned, as well as in 
eating and drinking, Our ſenſes muſt inform 
us whether a thing pleaſes or diſpleaſes, before 
we can declare our judgment of it; and that 
1s to any -man good or evil, which his-own 
underſtandin g ſuggeſts to him to be ſo, and 
not that which is agreeable to another's fancy. 
And yet, as reaſonable and as neceſſary as it is 
to grant this, how apt are we to wonder at 


people for not liking this or that, or how can 


19 


t | 


they think ſo and ſo! This childiſh humour 
of wondering at the different taſtes and opi- 
nions of others, occaſions much uneaſineſs 


among the generality of mankind. But, if we 


conſidered things rightly, why ſhould we be 
more concerned at others differing from us in 
their way of thinking upon any ſubject what- 
| ever, than at their liking cheeſe, or muſtard: 
one, or both of which, we may happen to 
diſlike? In truth, he that expects all mankind 
ſhould be of his opinion, is much more ſtupid 
and unreaſonable than the Aſs in the fable. 
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remove from the place: wherefore, upon ft 2 
ing abroad to look for food, ſhe left this charge 
with then—that they ſhould take notice what 
they heard talked of in her abſence, and tell her 
of it when ſhe came back again. When ſhe was | 
gone, they heard the owner of the corn call to 
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his ſon— Well, ſays he, I think this corn is 
ripe enou gh; I would have you go early to- 


morrow, and defire our friends and neighbours 


to come and help us to reap it.” When the Old 
Lark came home, the Young Ones fell a quiver- 


ing and chirping round her, and told her what 
had happened, begging her to remove them as 
faſt as ſhe could. The mother bid them be eaſy; 
* for,” ſays ſhe, if the owner depends upon 
friends and neighbours, I am pretty fure the 
corn will not be reaped to-morrow.” Next day 


ſhe went out again, upon the ſame occaſion, and 
left the ſame orders with them as before. The 


owner came, and ſtayed, expecting thoſe he had 


ſent to: but the ſun grew hot, and nothing was 


done, for not a ſoul came to help him. Then, 


ſays he to his ſon, * I perceive theſe friends of 


ours are not to be depended upon; ſo that you 


muſt even go to your uncles and couſins, and 


tell them, I defire they would be here betimes 
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to-morrow morning to help us to reap,” Well, 
this the Youn g Ones, in a great fright, reported 
alſo to their mother. * If that be all, ſays ſhe, 
do not be fri ghtened, children, for kindred and 
relations do not uſe to be ſo very forward to 
ſerve one another: but take particular notice 
what you hear ſaid the next time, and be ſure 
you let me know it. She went abroad the next 
day, as uſual; and the owner, finding his rela- 
tions as flack as the reſt of his neighbours, ſaid | 
to his ſon, * Harkye, George, do you get a cou- 
ple of good ſickles ready againſt to-morrow 
morning, and we will even reap the corn our- 
ſelves. When the Young Ones told their mo- 
ther this, Then, ſays ſhe, ; wh muſt be gone 
indeed; for, when a man undertakes to do his 
buſineſs himſelf, it is not ſo likely that he will 
be diſappointed. so the removed her Young 
Ones immediately, and the corn was reaped the. 
next day by the good man and his ſon. 
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APPLICATION. 


Never depend upon the aſſiſtance of friends 
and relations in any thing which you are able 
to do yourſelf; for nothing is more fickle and 
uncertain. The man, who relies upon another 
for the execution of any affair of importance, 


is not only kept in a wretched and flaviſh ſuſ- 


penſe while he expects the iſſue of the matter, 

but generally meets with a diſappointment. 
While he, who lays the chief ſtreſs of his buſt- 
neſs upon himſelf, and depends upon his own 
induſtry and attention for the ſucceſs of his 
affairs, is in the faireſt way to attain his end: 
and, if at laſt he ſhould miſcarry, has his to 
comfort him—that it was not through his own 


negligence, and a vain expectation of the aſſiſt- | 


ance of friends. To ſtand by ourſelves, as much 
þ as poſſible, to exert our own ſtrength and vigi- 
lance in the proſecution of our affairs, is god- 


like, being the reſult of a moſt noble and highly 
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exalted reaſon; but they who procraſtinate and 
defer the buſineſs of life by an idle dependance 
upon others, in things which it is in their own 
power to effect, fink down into a kind of ſtu- 
pid abject ſlavery, and ſhew themſelves unwor- 


thy of the talents with which human nature is 


dignified. 
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FABLE VII. 
run COCK AND THE, FOX.” | 


| Tu E Fox, paſſing early one ſummer 8 mon- : 


ing? near a 1 Was caught! in a » ſpringes 


pened; and, We yt darin g to truſt himſelf 


too near ſo dangerous a foe, approached him 
cautiouſly, and peeped at him, not without 
ſome horror and dread of mind. Reynard no 
ſooner perceived it, but he addreſſed himſelf 
0 him, with all the deſignin g artifice imagi- 
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nable. Dear couſin,” ſays he, you ſee what 
an unfortunate accident has befallen me bee, 
and all upon your account: for, as I was cravjps 
ing through yonder hedge, in my way home- 
ward, I heard you crow, and was reſolved to 
aſk you how you did before I went any fur- 
ther: but, by the way, I met with this diſaſter; 


and therefore now I muſt become an humble 


ſuitor to you for a knife to cut this plaguy 


ſtring; or, at leaſt, that you would conceal my 


misfortune, till I have gnawed it aſunder with | 


my teeth.” The Cock, ſeeing how the caſe 


ſtood, made no reply, but poſted away as faſt 


as he could, and gave the farmer an account 


of the whole matter; who, taking a good wea- 


pon along with him, came and did the Fox's | 


buſineſs, before he could have time to contrive 


his eſcape. 
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APPLICATION. 


Though there is no quality of the mind 
more graceful in itſelf, or that renders it more 
amiable to others, than the having a tender 


regard to thoſe who are in diſtreſs; yet we may 


let 'our compaſſion flow out upon proper ob- 
jects only. When the innocent fall into miſ- 
fortune, it is the part of a generous brave ſpirit 
to contribute to their redemption; or, if that 
be impoſſible, to adminiſter ſomething to their 
comfort and ſupport. But when wicked men, 
Who have been enemies to their fellow- ſub- 


jects, are entrapped in their own pernicious 


comes as great an enemy to the public as thoſe 
whom he would ſcreen and Protect. 
When highwaymen and houſebreakers are 


taken, condemned, and going to ſatisfy juſtice, 


err, even in this point, unleſs we take care to 


ſchemes, he that labours to deliver them, makes 


himſelf an aſſociate in their crimes, and be- 


30 
at the expenſe of their vile paltry lives; who 
are they that grieve for them, and would be 
glad to reſcue them from the rope? Not honeſt 
men, we may be ſure. The reſt of the thievin 5 
fraternity would, perhaps, commiſerate their 
condition, and be ready to mutiny in their 
favour: nay, the raſcally ſolicitor, who had 
been employed upon their account, would be 
vexed that his ne gociations had ſucceeded no 
better, and be afraid of loſing his reputation 
among other delinquents | for the future: but 

every friend to juſtice would have no reaſon to 
be diflatisfied at "ny thing but a mournful re- 


flection, which he could not forbear making, 
that, while theſe little criminals ſwing for ſome 


trifling inconſiderable rapine, others, ſo tran- 


ſcendently their ſu periors in . and plunder, 
cans with a whole ſkin, 
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m to a rope, 


entreating that he would help 


7 
” 


r ſomething of that kind, which might favour 


& 


his eſcape. The Wolf, moved with compaſſion 


at his misfortune, could not forbear expreſſing 
his concern: Ah! poor Reynard, ſays he, I 
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am ſorry for you with all my heart; how could 
you poſſibly come into this melancholy con- 
dition ? *—* Nay, pr'ythee, friend, replies the 
Fox, if you wiſh me well, do not ſtand pity- 
ing of me, but lend me ſome ſuccour as faſt as 
you can: for pity is but cold comfort when 

one 1s up to the chin in water, and within 8 | 


hair's breadth of ſtarving or drowning.” 


APPLICATION. 


Pity, indeed, is of itſelf but poor comfort 
at ay time; and, unleſs it produces ſomething 
more ſubſtantial, is rather impertinently trou- 
| bleſome, than any way agreeable. To ſtand 
bemoaning the misfortunes of our friends, 
without offering ſome expedient to alleviate 
them, is only echoing ti their grief, and put- 
in g them in mind that they are miſerable. 
= He is truly my friend who, with a ready pre- 


ſence of mind, ſupports me; not he who con- 
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doles with me upon my ill ſucceſs, and ſays 


he is ſorry for my loſs. In ſhort, a favour or 


obligation is doubled by being well-timed; 


and he is the beſt benefactor, who knows our 


neceſſities, and complies with our wiſhes, even 


before we aſk him. 
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for want of their dams. The old ones took 


this opportunity to cry out, the treaty was 
broke; and ſo falling upon the Sheep, who 
were deſtitute of their faithful guardians the 


do 88, they worried and devoured them with- 


out controul. 
A ;APEAIEATIONe 4 {34:15 


In all our tranſactions with mankind, even 
in the moſt private and low life, we ſhould 
have aſ pecial re gard how, and with whom, Wwe 
truſt ourſelves... Men, in this reſpect, ought: to 
look upon each other as Wolves, and. to keep 


themſelves under a ſecure guard, and in a con- 


tinual poſture of defence. Particularly upon 
any treaties of importance, the ſecurities on 
both ſides ſhould be ſtrictly conſidered; and 
each ſhould act with ſo cautious a view to their 
own intereſt, as never to pledge or part with 


that which is the very eſſence and baſis of-their 


37 
ſafety and well-being. And if this be a juſt 
arid reaſonable rule for men to govern them- 
ſelves by, in their own private affairs, how 
much more fitting and neceſſary is it in any 
conjuncture wherein the public is concerned ? 
If the enemy ſhould demand our whole artiiy 
for an hoſtage, the danger in our complying 
with it would be ſo groſs and apparent, that 
we could not help obſerving it: but, perhaps, 
a country may equally expoſe itſelf by parting 

with a particular town or general, as its whole 
army; its ſafety, not ſeldom, depending as 
much upon one of the former, as upon the 


latter. In ſhort, hoſtages and ſecurities may 


be ſomething very dear to us, but ought never 


to be given up, if our welfare and preſervation 


have any dependance upon them. 
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up in a very high tree, ane herſelf ſecure 
enou gh from all projects of revenge, and ſo 
bore away the cub to her young ones, without 
ſhewing any regard to the ſupplications of the 
Fox. But that ſubtle creature, highly incenſed 
at this outrageous barbarity, ran to an altar, 
where ſome country people had been ſacri- 
ficing a kid in the open fields, and catching up 
a firebrand in her mouth, made towards the 
tree where the Eagle's neſt was, with a reſolu- 
tion of revenge: She had ſcarce aſcended the 
firſt branches, when the Eagle, terrified with the 
approaching ruin of herſelf and family, begged . 
„ of the Fox to deſiſt, and, with much ſubmiſſion, 


returned her the cub again ſafe and ſound. 


APPLICATION. 


This fable is a warning to us not to deal 


hardly or injurioufly by any body. The 
| ſideration of our being in a high condition of 


> 
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life, and thoſe we hurt, far below us, will plead 


little or no excuſe for us in this caſe: for there 


18 ſcarce a creature of ſo deſpicable a rank, but 
is capable of avenging itſelf ſome way and at 
ſome ti time or other. When great men happen 
to be wicked, how little ſcruple do they make 
of oppreſling their poor neighbours! They are 


perched upon. a lofty ſtation, and have built 


their neſt on high; ; and, having outgrown all 

feelings of humanity, are inſenſible of any 
a pangs of remorſe. The widow” 8 tears, the or- 
phan's cries, and the curſes of the miſerable, 


like javelins thrown by the hand of a feeble 


old man, fall by the way, and never reach their 


heart. But let ſuch a one, in the midſt of his 


flagrant injuſtice, remember, how eaſy a matter 
it is, notwithſtanding his ſuperior diſtance, for 
the meaneſt vaſſal to be revenged of him. The 


bitterneſs of an affliction, even where cunning 


is wanting, may animate the pooreſt ſpirit with 


«© 
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reſolutions of ven geance; and, when once that 
fury is thoroughly awakened, we know not 
what ſhe will require before the is lulled to 

reſt again. The moſt powerful tyrants cannot 


prevent a reſolved aflaflination; there are a 
thouſand different ways for any private man 
to do the buſineſs, who is heartily diſpoſed to 
it, and willing to ſatisfy his appetite for re- 
venge, at the expence of his life. An old 


woman may clap a firebrand in the palace of a 
prince, and it is in the power of a poor weak 
fool to deſtroy the children of the mighty. 
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make hanging of Sheep: No, replies the 
other, but I make hanging of a Wolf when- 
ever I catch him, though in the habit and garb 
of a Sheep” Then he ſhewed them their 


miſtake, and they applauded the juſtice of the 


execution. 


APPLICATION. 


9 


This fable ſhews us, that no regard is to be 


had to the mere habit or outſide of any perſon, 
but to undifguiſed worth and ntrinſic virtue. 
When we place our eſteem upon the external 


garb, before we inform ourſelves of the quali- 


ties which it covers, we may often miſtake evil 


for good, and, inſtead of a Sheep, take a Wolf 


into our protection. Therefore, however in- 


nocent or ſanctified any one may appear, as to 
the veſture wherewith he is clothed, we may 
act raſhly, becauſe we may be impoſed upon, 


if from thence we take it for granted, that he 
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is inwardly as good and righteous as his out- 
ward robe would perſuade us he is. Men of 


judgment and penetration do not uſe to give 


an implicit credit to a particular habit, or a 


peculiar colour, but love to make a more exact 


ſcrutiny; for he that will not come up to the 


character of an honeſt, good kind of man, when 


ſtripped of his Sheep's Clothing, is but the 


more deteſtable for his intended impoſture; 


as the Wolf was but the More obnoxious to 


the ſhepherd's reſentment, by wearing a habit 


ſo little ſuiting with his manners. 
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whole body began to mortify ; which, when 
he perceived, he could not help owning it to 
be juſt. *© Fate, ſays he, © has brought deſtruc- 


tion upon me while I was contriving the death 


of another. 


APPLICATION. 


This is another leſſon againſt . th : 


topic in which our juſt Author abounds. And, 


if we conſider the matter fairly, we muſt allow 
it to be as reaſonable that ſome one ſhould do 


violence to us, as we ſhould commit it upon 


Z another. When we are impartial in our re- 


a flections, thus we muſt always think. The 1 


unjuſt man, with a hardened unfeeling Heart, 


can do a thouſand bitter things to others: : but 1 


if a ſin gle calamity touches himſelf, oh, how 


tender he is! How inſupportable 1 is the uneaſi- 
neſs it occaſions ! Why ſhould we think others | 


born to hard treatment more than ourſelves? 
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Or imagine it can be reaſonable to do to an- 
other, what we ourſelves ſhould be unwilling 
to ſuffer ? In our behaviour to all mankind, we 
need only aſk ourſelves theſe plain queſtions, 
and our conſciences will tell us how to act. 
Conſcience, like a good valuable domeſtic, plays 
the remembrancer to us upon all occaſions, 
and gives us a gentle twitch, when we are 
going to do a wrong thing. It does not, like 
the adder in the fable, bite us to death, but 
only gives us kind cautions. However, if we 
neglect theſe juſt and frequent warnings, and 
continue in a courſe of wickedneſs and injuſ- ' 
tice, do not let us be ſurpriſed if Providence 
thinks fit, at laſt, to give us a home ſting, and 


to exerciſe a little retaliation upon us. 
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or ſo, you may depend upon it, I will take as 
much care of your pigs a8 you could do your- 
ſelf”— Your humble ſervant, ſays the Sow, * I 
thoroughly underſtand your meaning ; and, to 
1 muſt be ſo free as to tell 


you, I had rather have your room than your 


let you know I do, 


company; and, therefore, if you would act 
like a Wolf of honour, and oblige me, beg J 


may never ſee your face again. 


APPLICATION. 
_ - The beingofficiouſly good-natured andeivil 
is ſomething ſo uncommon in the world, that 


one cannot hear a man make profeſſion of it 


without being ſurpriſed, or, at leaſt, ſuſpecting 
the diſintereſtedneſs of his intentions, Ef peci⸗ 
ally, when one who is a franger to us, or; 
though known, 1s ill-efteemed by us, will be 
making offers of ſervices, we have great reaſon 


to look to ourſelves, and exert a ſhyneſs and 
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coldneſs towards him. We ſhould reſolve not 
to receive even favours from bad kind of peo- 
ple; for ſhould it happen that ſome immediate 
miſchief was not couched in them, yet it is 
dangerous to have obligations to ſuch, or to 
give them an opportunity of making a com- 


munication with us. 
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the way for him. The poor patient Aſs, not 
daring to diſpute the m atter, quietly got out of 


his way as faſt as he could, and let him go by. 


Not long after this, the ſame Horſe, in an en- 


gagement with the enemy, happened to be ſhot 


in the eye, which made him unfit for ſhew, or 


any military buſineſs; ſo he was {tript of his 


| fine ornaments, and ſold to a carrier. The Af, 
meeting him in this forlorn condition, thou ght 
that now it was his time to inſult; and ſo, ſays 
he, * Hey- day, friend, is it you? Well, 1 always 
believed that pride of yours would one day 


* 
* 


Pride is a very unaccountable vice: many 


people fall into it unawares, and are often led 


into it by motives, which, if they. conſidered 


things rightly, would make them abhor the 
very thoughts of it. There is no man that 
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— . 
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thinks well of himſelf, but deſires that the reſt 


of the world ſhould think ſo too. Now it is 
the wrong meaſures we take in endeavouring 
after this, that expoſe us to diſcerning people 
in that light which they call pride, and which 


is ſo far from giving us any advantage in their 


eſteem, that it renders us deſpicable and ridi- 


culous. It is an affectation of appearing con- 


ſiderable that puts men upon being proud and 
inſolent; and their very being ſo makes them, 
infallibly, little and inconſiderable. The man 
chat claims and calls for reverence and reſpect, 
deſerves none; he that aſks for applauſe, is ſure 
to loſe it; the certain way to get it is to ſeem 
to ſhun it; and the humble man, according to 


the maxims even of this world, is the moſt 


likely to be exalted. He that, in his words or 


actions, pleads for ſuperiority, and rather chooſes 
to do an ill action, than condeſcend to do a 


good one, acts like a Horſe, and is as void of 
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reaſon and underſtanding, The rich and the 


powerful want nothing but the love and eſteem 
of mankind to complete their felicity; and theſe 


they are ſure to obtain by a good-humoured, 


kind condeſcenſion; and as certain of being 


every body's averſion, while the leaſt tincture 


of overbearin g rudeneſs is perceptible in their 
words or actions. What brutal tempers muſt 
they be of, who can be eaſy and indifferent, 
while they know themſelves to be univerſally | 
hated, though in the midſt of affluence and 


power! But this is not all; for if ever the 
wheel of fortune ſhould whirl them from the 


top to the bottom, inſtead of friendſhip or com- 
miſeration, they will meet with nothin g but 

contempt; and that with much more juſtice 
than ever they themſelves exerted it towards 


others. 
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becauſe ſhe could not help it, and then dropt 


me, ſhe did not care wher e, and left me to the 


terwards bore me a few months in her belly 


perſon that happened to conceive me, and af- 


wide world, is, I ſuppoſe, what you call my 
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mother; but I look upon this charitable Goat 
as ſuch, that took compaſſion on me in my 
poor, hel pleſ s, deſtitute condition, and gave me 
ſuck; ſparing it out of the mouths of her own 
kids, rather than I ſhould want it. But ſure, 
ſays he, you have a greater regard for her 
that gave you life, than for any body elſe.— 
She gave me life! I deny that. She that could 
not ſo couch as tell whether I ſhould be black 
or white, had a great hand in giving me life, 
to be ſure! But, ſuppoſing it were ſo, I am 
mightily obliged to her, truly, for ne g 
to let me be of the male-kind, ſo that I go 
every day in danger of the butcher. 3 What 
reaſon then have I to have a greater regard 
for one to whom 1 am ſo little indebted for 
any part of my being, than for thoſe from 
whom I have received all the benevolence and 
kindneſs which have hitherto ſupported me in 
life? E 
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APPLICATION. 
It is they whoſe goodneſs makes them our 
parents, that properly claim our filial reſpect 
from us,-and not thoſe who are ſuch only out 
of neceſſity. The duties between parents and 
their children are relative and reciprocal. By 
all laws, natural as well as civil, it is expected | 
that the parents ſhould cheriſh and provide for 
the child, till it is able to ſhift for itſelf; and 
that the child, with a mutual tenderneſs, ſhould 
depend upon the parent for its ſuſtenance, and 
yield it a reaſonable obedience. Yet, through 
the depravity of human wes, we very often 
ſee theſe laws violated, and the relations before 
mentioned treating one another with as much 
virulence as enemies of different countries are 
capable of. Throu gh the natural impatience 
and protervity of youth, we obſerve the firſt 
occaſion for any ' animoſity moſt frequently 


ariſing from their ſide 3 but, however, there 
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him occaſion to withdraw his reſpect 
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recourſe to ſtratagem, and took his opportunity 
one day to make a declaration to them, in 
which he ſet forth his own juſt and good in- 


n 
» 


tentions, who had nothing more at heart than 
the defence and protection of the Pigeons in 
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cerned he was at their fears and jealouſies of a 


foreign invaſion, eſpecially their unjuſt and 
unreaſonable ſuſpicions of himſelf, as if he 
intended, by force of arms, to break in upon 
their. conſtitution, and erect a tyrannical go- 
vernment over them. To prevent all which, 
and thoroughly to quiet their minds, he thought 
proper to propoſe to ther ſuch terms of alli- 
ance and articles of peace as might for ever 
cement a good underſtanding betwixt them: 
the principal of which was, . that they ſhould 
accept of him for their king, and inveſt him 
with all kingly privilege and prerogative over 
them. The poor ſimple Pigeons conſented . 
the Kite took the coronation oath after a very 
foleciin manner, on his part, and the Doves, 

the oaths of allegiance and fidelity, on theirs. 
But much ime had not paſſed over their heads, 
before the good Kite pretended that it was part 


of his prerogative to devour a Pigeon when- 
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ever he pleaſed. And this he Was not con- 
tented to do himſelf only, but | inſtructed the 
reſt of the royal family in the ſame kingly 
arts of government. The Pigeons, reduced to 
this miſerable condition, ſaid one to the other, 
« Ah! we deſerve no better! Why did we let 


him come in?” 


* 


APPLICATION. 


What can this fable be e to but the 
exceeding blindneſs and ſtupidity of that part 
of mankind who wantonly and fooliſhly truſt 
their native rights of liberty without good 
ſecurity ? Who often chooſe for guardians of 
their lives and fortunes, perſons abandoned to 
the moſt unſociable vices ; and ſeldom have 
any better excuſe for ſuch an error in politics 
than, that they were deceived in their expec- 
tation; or never thoroughly knew the manners 


of their king till he hid got them entirely in 
r F 


r — 3 ů ͤ —ͤ etal a 


oriouſly 
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his power: which, however, is not 
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falſe; for many, with the Doves in the fable, 


are ſo ſilly, that they would admit of a Kite, 
we ought not to incur the poſſibility of being 


rather than be without a kin g. The truth is, 


4 I . 


A 


deceived in ſo important a matter as this: an 


unlimited power ſhould not be truſted in the 


<< 


hands of any one who is not endued with a 
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perfection more than human. 
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viſit. However, as maſter of the houſe, he 


it, in all reſpects, and to make as great a 


ſtranger of his gueſt as he poſſibly could. In 


order to this, he ſet before him a reſerve of de- 


= 


F2 


: 
: 
11 
: 
. 


68 


licate grey peas and bacon, a diſh of fine oat- 
meal, ſome parings of new cheeſe, and, to 
crown all with a deſert, a remnant of a charm- 
ing mellow apple. In good manners, he for- 
bore to eat any himſelf, leſt the ſtranger ſhould 
not have enough; but, that he might ſeem to 
bear the other company, ſat and nibbled a piece 
of a wheaten ſtraw very buſily. At laſt ſays 
the ſpark of the town, Old crony, give me 
leave to be a little free with you; how can you 
bear to live in this naſty, dirty, melancholy hole 
here, with nothing but woods, _ meadows, 
and | mountains, and rivulets, about you ? Do 


M8 


not you prefer the converſation of the world 
to the chirping of birds, and the folendar of a 
court to the rude af) pect of an uncultivated 
deſert? Come, take my word for it, you will 
find it a change for the better. Never ſtand 
conſidering, but away this moment. Remem- 


ber, we are not immortal, and therefore have 
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no time to loſe. Make ſure of to-day, and 
ſpend it as agreeably as you can; you know 
not what may happen to-morrow. In ſhort, 
theſe and ſuch like arguments prevailed, and 
his Country Acquaintance was reſolved to go to 
town that night. So they both ſet out upon 
their journey together, propoſing to ſneak in 
after the cloſe of the | evening. They did ſo; 
and, about midnight, made their entry into a 
certain great houſe, where there had been an 
extraordinary entertainment the | day before, 
and ſeveral tit-bits, which ſome of the ſervants 
had purloined, were hid under the ſeat of a 
window. The Country Gueſt was immediately 
placed in the midſt of a rich Perſian carpet : 
; and now it was the Courtier's turn to entertain; 
who, indeed, acquitted himſelf in that capacity 
with the utmoſt readineſs and addreſs, chang- | 
ing the courſes as clegantly, and taſting every 


thing firſt as judiciouſly, as any clerk of a 


1 
1 
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kitchen. The other fat and en) joyed hinaſelf 
| like a delighted epicure, tickled to the laſt de- 


Sree with this new turn of his affairs; when, 


on a ſudden, a noiſe of ſomebody opening the 
door made them ſtart from their ſeats, and 


ſcuttle in oonfuſion about the dinin dg room. 


Our Country Friend, in particular, was ready to 


die with fear at the barking of a hu ge maſtiff 


or two, which opened their throats juſt about 


the ſame time, and made the whole houſe echo. 


At laſt, recovering himſelf, — Well? ſays he, if, 
this be your town life, much good may do you 


with it: give me my poor quiet hole again, 


with my homely, but comfortable, grey peas. 


APPLICATION. 


A moderate fortune, with a quiet retirement 


in the country, is preferable to 'the greateſt 


affluence which is attended with. care and the 


perplexity of buſineſs, and inſeparable from 
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the noiſe and hurry of the town. The practice 
of the generality of people of the beſt taſte, it 
is to be owned, is directly againſt us in this 
point; but, when it is conſidered that this prac- 
| tice of theirs proceeds rather from a compli- 
| ance with the faſhion of the times, than their 
own private thoughts, the obj ection is of no 
force. Among the great numbers of men who 
have received a learned education, how few are 
there but either have their fortunes entirely to 
make, or, at leaſt, think they deſerve to have, 
and ought not. to loſe the opportunity of get- 
ing, ſomewhat more than their fathers have 
left them # The town is the field of action for 
volunteers of this kind; and whatever fond- 
neſs they may have for the country, yet they 
muſt ſtay till their circumſtances will admit of 
a retreat thither. But ſure there never was a 
man yet, who lived in a conſtant return of 


trouble and fatigue in town, as all men of buſi- 


— — 
— — 
——— ——— no 


_ 
2 * 
— „ 
— — es on 


— * wage wꝛ̃ A 4 
— * — 
„„ ES 2 — + <> 
> - — 


— pea —ů—— 
* 1 - 


— ' — — 
— i - 
— yr: 5g 


— 


OE — 
— 


porn ů ů —ů — 
— 
a — TK 


2 gk — — 
—— Ew — 


— — 


2 
4 r 1 
* — — — * 
1 8 —— * 
* aA, LC. 3 


— 
_— 
0 — p 
- 3 >» 
— 5 * 
* 


- 2 
— — Fifre: — 4 . 4 GA! 
6 " 4 — - 
— — — - : P 4 4 2 7 — - 5 2 2 2 R pe Ke 
N 4 2 3 1 5 ö W e * ä — Wurde 
py — n k d 2 * r 2 « r= Lo — N n 2 2 i eat 
n- * uy 8 y D J k 8 3 — 
* — 22 2 — 2 me 3 — 5 a 4 a , en 0 MIS 
— zo_—_ — reO hs he B_ - _— - : #7: 3 — N . 1 « * boon * — — — — 
* P * 4 "OY at 2 5 . Ls ay _ * E ee _ * : x " * 3 WN 4 "54 , . U N p * F N 3 r CARD Lew — 9 N p L : 
a ** EX > * + = * At aha J OCR. Ws r 4 3 8 j K . 1 * N 1 . « ** — ty * 0 — ere a 2 0 y 7 n 8 * ae — — 2 51 — ** ES. 
K — - . © 2 F m 22 ere — : 4 . * : * A 8 2 2 8 K : 7 
- Py ” og? " - > 1 < - 5 ** 8 7 ” a * * : 4 AO OR AT PE, DET EET ARES 2 > - 
* — e a ES hn ; AP ˙ 5 Lav — w 7˙———— 0: AOUNA : * En eee a & 
pn ' — 0 — ca ET EL df A Col aaa ty ˙ c. oats bom = eee We & . 
a Cs com o p 5 — FP 
- . 
* — p 
” 
« 


ſineſs is the real or pretended plea which moſt 
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neſs do in ſome degree or other, but has formed 
to himſelf ſome end of getting ſome ſufficient 


competency, which may enable him to pur- 


chaſe a quiet poſſeſſion in the country, where 


he may indulge his genius, and give up his old 
age to that eaſy ſmooth life which, in the tem- 
peſt of buſineſs, he had ſo often longed for. 
Can any thing argue more ſtrongly for a coun- 
try life, than to obſerve what a long courſe of 
labour people go through, and what difficulties 


they encounter, to come at it? They look upon 


it, at. a diſtance, like a kind of heaven, a place 


of reſt and happineſs; and are puſhing forward 
through the rugged thorny cares of the world, 
to make their way towards ie. If there are 
many who, though born to plentiful fortunes, 
yet live moſt part of their time in the noiſe, the 
ſmoke, and hurry of the town, we ſhall find, 
upon inquiry, that neceſſary indiſpenſable bu- 
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of them have to make for it. The court and the 
ſenate require the attendance of ſome: law- 
ſuits, and the proper direction of trade, engage 
others: they who have a ſprightly wit and an 
. elegant taſte for converſation, will reſort to the 

place which is frequented by people of the ſame 
turn, whatever averſion they may otherwiſe 
have for it; and others, who have no ſuch pre- 
| tence, have yet this to ſay, that they follow the 
faſhion. They Mi appear to have been men of 
the beſt ſenſe amongit the ancients, always re- 
commended the country as the moſt proper 
ſcene for innocence, eaſe, and virtuous pleaſure; 
and, accordingly, loſt no opportunities of en- 
Joying it: and men of the greateſt diſtinction 
among the moderns, have ever thought them- 
ſelves moſt happy when they could be decently 
ſpared from the ** which the excel- 
lency of their talents neceſſarily threw them into, 


to embrace the charming leiſure of a country life. 


+ 


* BE z. By os ˖ĩ— gt ret 2 EE ie E-E I Boi nt Oc ere ere — 1 


2 FOIA Tn eee 9 rye Oo EI RA: Prince . * RI 1 = oe ah ta ANG 4 es „ S150 ee eee eee 


** a CITY - * 2 5 8 1 © : NE r P . 4 8 
—— — r 3 * . — 4 — Zj———— .f . Os Sor — — n 3 0 2 f oo . One wg 8 
. — — —. : * < 2 g . b — — mi —_—— aortic a4: r W 


* 
* — 


e . 


. ts, 12 2 od x 
1 4 7. 
. 3 OOO 0 


PT 

. = 

ene e 7 > 
— 3 = wy ett 
— 2 — Pr ——— 3 
4 * 


eee 


*r. r 


K EAA. 


— ſ— — 22 ab 


ji WW 
= 


[! 


— 


* 
= IR. 6 
DIES - 


* 
7 . 
2 


- 
— 


3 N N 
heb * 
o 2 i * ; 
Ys 
> 
* * 
%.. 
ASL) N "> * 
TH) 1 E 
” 


. 27 
15 x 
ol 
* N ol 
, x; * / 2400 
4 1 * 
? 2 , „ 
t þ 42.7 aft ol - y 1 * 
1 gs „ 97 FRE 1 7 
; Sat A nts 
" 19 \ i \ 


: 
4 2 . — — . RR - - p 3% I” <a os 8 
A — 7 > — nͥ —— 2.2 —— ng tb I — 2 — • r — i — — r - 
- _— x: L = 68 5 — — - 4 . . 0 c 
— — . 4 — — Deynggy__ — 0 — . — — 
—— 


. IS 
CEE 


— Ga dro 


—_— 1 ; 
— — wo tot 


s wy wg. 3 — 
K 2 5 5 n 8 —_ Ls ict Mr 2 
- 6 * $ ö 5 CT * Fs : 2 L 
A HB n 1 —_ SOLD —— 


A 


P 
rr 88 
* — g - 
N E . 


—— — 
—— rhe <A a 


— . * 8 

- 2 

. y 

= q p „ 11 

: — — boy 
p oo n 1 
=. = - o 

. 


g af U . 4 4 = 
£ x F 7 cf O 
r * r 
2 #7 2222 A 88 2 


—— 


He 


_ 8 n r Rr 
n — Sg 


+ . 0 - 
P * 7 hb 5 " 0 
. = : f F * : 9 * 
- * a 4 N > . 
. = . — 4 8 os A : * * of 
— : 8 5 
i # 
a * 4 
bog " * a * 


THE SWALLOW AND OTHER BIRDS. 
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A FARMER. ; yas s ſowing his field. with 8 | 5 
The Swallow obſerved it, and defired the other | : 
Birds to allt her in picking the ſeed up, and 
deſtroying it; telling them, that flax was that 
pernicious material of which the thread was 
compoſed which made the fowler's nets, and 
by that means contributed to the ruin of ſo 5 
many innocent Birds But the poor Swallow 
not havin g the good fortune to be regarded, 
the flax ſprung up, and appeared above the 
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humanity as to endeavour the welfare of man- 
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ground. She then put them in mind once 
more of their impending dan ger, and wiſhed 
them to pluck it up in the bud, before it went 
any farther. They ſtill neglected her warnings; 
and the flax grew up into the high alk. She 


yet again deſired them to attack it, for that it 


was not yet too late. But all that ſhe could get 


as to be ridiculed and deſpiſed for a filly pre- 


tending prophet. The Swallow finding all her 
remonſtrances availed nothing, was reſolved to 
leave the ſociety of ſuch unthinking, carelefs 

creatures, before it was too late. So quitting 


the woods, ſhe repaired to the houſes, and 


forſaking the converſation of the Birds, has 


ever ſince made her abode among the dwell- 


ings of men. 


APPLICATION. 


As men, we ſhould always exerciſe ſo much 


77 
kind, particularly of our acquaintance and re- 
lations; and, if by nothing farther, at leaſt by 
our good advice. When we have done this, 

and, if occaſion required, continued to repeat it 
; a ſecond or third time, we ſhall have acquitted 
ourſelves ſufficiently from any imputation 
upon their miſcarriage; and having nothing 
more to do but to ſeparate ourſelves from 
them, that we may not be involved in their 


ruin, or be ſuppoſed to partake of their error. 


— This is an excommunication which reaſon al- 


lows. For as it would be cruel, on the one fide, 
to proſecute and hurt people for being miſ- : 
taken, ſo, on the other, it would be indiſcreet 
and over complaiſant, to keep them company 
through all their wrong notions, and act con- 


trary to our opinion out of pure civility. 
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DEE 
hard purſued by the dogs, and knew not how 
to eſcape, recollecting with himſelf the reaſon 
of hi being thus perſecuted, with a great reſo- 


lution and preſence of mind he bit off the part 


_ wards them, by theſe means eſcaped with his life. 


- 


« 
* * 
o 
. » 
y * 
- 
1 
a 
- . 1 
* % 5 
1 + 
» : 
— 
* 
7 * 
1 
* 
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APPLICATION. 


However it is among beaſts, there are few 
human creatures but what are hunted for ſome- 
thing elſe beſides either their lives or the plea- 
ſure of hunting them. | The inquiſition would 
hardly be ſo keen againſt the Jews, if they had 


not ſomething belon ging to them which their 


perſecutors eſteem more valuable than their 


ſouls | which whenever that wiſe, bin obſtinate 


people, can prevail with themſelves to part 


with, there is an end of the chaſe for that time. 
indeed, when Ar 18 purſued, and 1 in dan ger, 


2 whoever values it, ſhould give up every thing 
but his honour to preſerve it. And when a 
diſcarded miniſter i is proſecuted for having da- 


maged the common- ealth, let him but throw 


down ſome of the fruits of his iniquity to the : 
hunters, and one may engage for his coming 
off, in other reſpects, with a whole ſkin. 


---F 


* 
11 ' re Fi 
HHH: 7; 8 : 2 
t Witt! 0 0 7 el. 2 ; - 
ie N - 
N — . * x 

it 

N 

+4 

& 
- 
4 
1 
ih 4 
. * 
„ 
* 
22 
77 
2 
LA 
1 
4 
y 
by 12 


tt - 7 ö . 55 N K. 
N i \ A — rnd 
4 T * * — hed. * 


l 
ii 
o * 
„ 


a a 0 
A) AL) . 
| N f " % þ : * 6 | | g 


, | 7, 72 1 \ N j 7 
A, 9 1 r 0 : 8 1 223 * 1 ; l 
ers wy 1 4 . 
) ) 4 þ C ; 


ys %%, ö 


K 


14 
4 


— — I nit a G 


2 — . aut £2 —— 


— — —— — —-¼ — Pa 
— — . ————— - 


* 


- 


* 


' 
* 
2 

2 * 
* 5 

* F 

* 
% 


K 
ww - 


AND THE FO 


— 
- 


W * 
* 


#+ 


3 
talk 


Fox were 


THE C 


—— —— — —— » . 
— — 244 — — — —— 
— —— — ig — a, — — 


— — 


f ac 
EE EO SET», Les 
2+ — * 2 2 e EVE — — 
— *. : 


. 
— — © * 
- ww 2 * — of — 


* 


+ 


* 
\ 4 


7 


ing 
le of af 


midd 


hurt 


+ 


they ſhould 


af 


* 
* 


* 


by 


the 
Let t 


4 
- 


he did not. 
em y 


1 
4,6 8 ay” . 
= be | ö C 
* | 3 
e 7 1 31 


- 


— 


ether, on 


* 


© 


As the Cat 
th 


tog 
R 


OS - 
2 
Q 
Mn 
3 
ML 
2 
— 
8. 
= 
S 
2 
& 
© 
2 
TY 
— 
— 
8 
>, 
= 
. 


4 


be an invaſion, what courſe do you deſign to 
take? Na 


{ 


ve but one 


21 


7 


+ 
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, ſays the Cat 
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with one or two of mine, but indeed, neigh- 


bour, as times go, it is not good to truſt; we 
muſt even be every one for himſelf, as the ſay- 


ing is, and fo your humble ſervant. Theſe 


words were ſcarce out of his mouth, when 


they were alarmed with a pack of hounds, 


that came upon them full cry. The Cat, by 
the help of her ſingle ſhift, ran up a tree, and 


ſat ſecurely among the top branches; from 
whence ſhe beheld Reynard, who had not been 


able to get out of ſight, overtaken with his 
thouſand tricks, and torn in as many pieces by 


the dogs which had ſurrounded him 7 


APPLICATION. 


f | 


A man that ſets up for more cunning than 


the reſt of his neighbours is generally a ſilly 

fellow at the bottom. Whoever is maſter of 
a little judgment and inſight into things, let - 
him keep them to himſelf, and make uſe of 


a” 


them as he ſees occaſion; but he ſhould not 
be teaſing others with an idle and im pertinent 


oftentation of them. One good diſcreet expe- 


dient, made uſe of upon an emergency, will do 


a man more real ſervice, and make others think 


better of him, than to have paſſed all along for 


a ſhrewd crafty knave, and be bubbled at laſt. 


When any one has been ſuch a coxcomb as to 


inſult his acquaintance, by pretending to more 


policy and ſtratagem than the reſt of mankind, 
they are apt to wiſh for ſome difficulty for him 
to ſhew his {kill ; in: where, if he ſhould miſ- 
carry, (as ten to one but he does) his mis for- 


tune, inſtead of pity, is ſure to be attended 


with laughter. He that ſets up for a biter, 


the phraſe is, being generally intent upon his 


prey, or vain of ſhewing his art, frequently 


expoſes himſelf to the traps of one ſharper - 


than himſelf, and incurs the ridicule of thoſe 


whom he deſigned to make ridiculous. 
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The Cat 


finding 
what was 


ſhelf, 


86 


came down as uſual, nun gry and diſappointed 
of her prey, had recourſe to this ſtratagem; 
ſhe hung by her hinder legs on a peg which 
ſtuck in the wall, and made as if ſhe had been 
dead, hoping by this lure to entice the Mice to 


come down. She had not been in this poſ- 


ture long, before a cunning old Mouſe peep- 
ed over the edge of the ſhelf, and ſpoke 
thus: Aha, my good | friend, are you there ! 
there may you be! I would not truſt myſelf 


with you, —_ your ſkin were ſtuffed with 
firaw.” 


APPLICATION. 


Prudent folks never truſt thoſe a ſecond 
time who have deceived them once. And, 
indeed, we cannot well be too cautious in fol- 
lowing this rule; for, upon examination, we 
ſhall find, that moſt of the misfortunes which 
befall us, proceed from our too great credulity. 
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our credit ſo impaired and weakened, that 1 
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and pointing to one of the ſhares, was pleaſed 
to declare himſelf after the following manner: 
This I ſeize and take poſſeſſion of as my 


right, which devolves to me, as I am deſcend- 


ed by a true, lineal, hereditary ſucceſſion from 


the royal family of Lion: that (pointing to 
the ſecond) I claim by, I think, no unreaſon- 
able demand; conſidering: that all the engage- 


ments you have with the enemy turn chiefly 


u pon my courage and conduct; and you very 


well know, that wars are too expenſive to be 

carried on without proper ſu pplies. Then 

(noddin g his head towards the third) that 1 
ſhall take by virtue of my prerogative; to 


which, I make no queſtion, but ſo dutiful and 


loyal a people will pay all the deference 8 and 


regard that I can deſire. Now, as for the re- 
maining part, the neceſſity of our preſent af- 


fairs is ſo very urgent, our ſtock. ſo low, and 


. 


any heſitation or demur; and hereof fail not 


at your peril. , 


APPLICATION. 


No alliance is ſafe which is made with thoſe 
that are ſuperior to us in power. Though 
they lay themſelves under the moſt ſtrict and 
ſolemn ties at the opening of the congreſs, yet 
the firſt advantageous opportunity will tempt 
them to break the treaty; and they will never 
want ſpecious pretences to furniſh out their 
declarations of war. It is not eaſy to deter- 
mine, whether it is more ſtupid and ridicu- 
lous for a community to truſt itſelf firſt in the 
hands of thoſe that are more powerful than 
themſelves, or to wonder afterwards that their 


confidence and credulity are abuſed, and their 
properties invaded. 


muſt inſiſt upon your grantin g that, without 
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character with the blood of ſo deſpicable and 
ſmall a beaſt. The Lion, conſidering the mat- 
ter, thought proper to do as he was defired, and 


immediately releaſed his little trembling pri- 5 
ſoner. Not long after, traverſing the foreſt in 


purſuit of his prey, he chanced to run into the 


toils of the hunters; from whence, not able to 


diſengage himſelf, he ſet up a moſt hideous 

and loud roar. The Mouſe, hearin g the voice, 

and knowing it to be the Lion's, immediately : 
repaired to the place, and bid him os. no- 


be fell to work, . with his little ſharp teeth, 


gnaw in aſunder the knots and faſtenin ngs of 


the toils, ſet the royal brute at liberty. 5 


APPLICATION. | 


This fable gives us to e that there 


is no perſon in the world ſo little, but even the 
greateſt may, at ſome time or other, ſtand in 


95 


need of his aſſiſtance; and conſequently that it 


is good to uſe clemency, where there is any 


room for it, towards thoſe who fall within our 
power. A generoſity of this kind is a hand- 
ſome virtue, and looks very graceful whenever 
it is exerted, 1f there were nothing elſe in it: 


but as the loweſt people in life may, upon oc- 


caſion, have it in their power either to ſerve or 
hurt us, that makes it our duty, in point of com- 
mon intereſt, to behave ourſelves with good 
nature and lenity towards all with whom we 

have to do. Then the gratitude of the Mouſe, 


and his readineſs, not only to repay, but even 


to exceed, the obligation due to his benefactor, 


notwithſtanding his little body, gives us the ſpe- 


cimen of a great ſoul, which is never ſo much 


delighted as with an opportunity of ſhewing 


how ſenſible it is of favours received. 
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ſo preſumptuouſly demanded his princely 
daughter, the young Lionels, in marriage, 
The Lion conſented: but, when he would 
have given the royal virgin into his poſſeſ- 
ſion, ſhe, like a giddy thing as ſhe was, not 
minding how ſhe walked, by chance ſet 
her paw upon her ſpouſe, who was coming 
to meet her, and cruſhed her dan dear to 


pieces. 


nd, 


£0 rich © 
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This fable ſeems intended to mew us how 


miſerable ſome people make themſelves by a 
wrong choice, when they have all the 0 


things in the world ſpread before them to 
chooſe out of. In ſhort, if that one particular | 


of judgment be wanting, it is not in the power 5 
of the greateſt monarch upon earth, nor of the 
repeated ſmiles of fortune, to make us happy. 

It is the FUR: or h of a good Judge 


- 
— 


ieee 


* 99 
ment which oftentimes makes the prince a 
poor wretch, and the poor philoſopher com- 
pletely eaſy. Now, the firſt and chief degree 
of judgment is to know one's ſelf; to be able 


to make a tolerable eſtimate of one's own ca- 


pacity, ſo as not to ſpeak or undertake any 


thing which may either injure or make us ri- 


diculous : and yet (as wonderful as it is) there 


have been men of allowed good ſenſe in parti- 


cular, and poſſeſſed of all deſirable qualifica- 


tions in general, to make life delightful and 
agreeable, who have unhappily cont rived to 
match themſelves with women of a genius and 
temper neceſſarily tending to blaſt their peace. 
This proceeds from ſome unaccountable blind- 
neſs: but when wealthy plebeians, of mean ex- 


traction and unrefined education, as an equi- 


| 3 9 | . : 
valent for their money, demand brides out of 


the nurſeries of our peerage, their bein g de- 


1 piſed, or at leaſt ove rlooked, is ſo unavoidable, 
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no reaſon to value himſelf upon the favour he 
wore, ſince it was fixed upon him rather as a 


mark of diſgrace than of honour, 


APPLICATION. 


Some people are ſo exceeding vain, and at 
the ſame time ſo dull of apprehenſion, that 
they interpret every thing by which they are 
diſtinguiſhed from others in their own fa- 


vour. If they betray any weakneſſes in con- 


verſation, which are apt to excite the lau ghter 


of their company, they make no ſcruple of 


aſcribing it to their ſuperiority in point of 
wit. If want of ſenſe or breeding (one 4 
which is always the caſe) diſpoſes them to 
give, or miſtake, affronts, upon which account 
all diſcreet ſenſible people are obliged to ſhun 
their company, they impute it to their own 
valour and magnanimity, to which they fancy 


the world pays an awful and refpectful | defe- 
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he, ſtraining herſelf yet more. Indeed, mam- 


ma,” ſay they, if you were to burſt yourſelf, 
you would never be ſo big. She ſtrove yet 
again, and burſt herſelf indeed. 


APPLICATION, 


Whenever a man endeavours to live equal 


with one of a greater fortune than himſelf, he 


is ſure to ſhare a like fate with the Frog i in the | 
fable. How many vain people, of moderate 
eaſy circumſtances, burſt and come to nothing, 
by vying with thoſe whoſe eſtates are more 


ample than their own! Sir Changelin 8 Plum- 
ſtock was poſſeſſed of a very conſiderable eſtate, | 


devolved to him by the death of an old uncle, 
who had adopted him his heir. He had a falſe 


taſte of happineſs; and, without the leaſt eco- 
nomy, truſtin g to the ſufficiency of his vaſt 


revenue, was reſolved to be outdone by no- 


body in ſhewiſh grandeur and ex penſive liv- 


_- 
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ing. He gave five thouſand pounds for a piece 
of ground in the country to ſet a houſe up- 
on; the' building and furniture of which coſt 


fifty thouſand more; and his gardens were 


proportionably magnificent. Beſides which, he 
thought himſelf under a neceſlity of buyin g 
out two or three tenements which ſtood in his 
nei ghbourhood, that he might have elbow- 
room enough. All this he could very well 
bear; and ſtill might have been happy, had it 
not been for an unfortunate view which he 
one day happened to take of my Lord Caſtle- 
builder's gardens, which conſiſt of twenty acres, 
whereas his own were not above twelve. From 
that time he grew penſive; and before the en- 
ſuing winter gave five and thirty years pur- 
chaſe for a dozen acres more to enlarge his 
gardens, built a couple of exorbitant green- 
houſes, and a large pavilion at the farther end 


of a terrace-walk. The bare repairs and ſu- 
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behaviour towards our ſuperiors : the one is a 
baſhfulneſs, proceeding either from a vicious 
guilty mind, or a timorous ruſticity; the 
other, an over-bearing impudence, which aſ- 
ſumes more than becomes it, and ſo renders 
the perſon inſufferable to the converſation of 

well-bred reaſ onable people. But there | 15 this 
difference between the baſhfulneſ $ that ariſes 
from a want of education, and the ſhame- 
facedneſs that accompanies conſcious guilt; 
the firſt, by a continuance of time and a nearer” 
acquaintance, may be ripened into a proper 
liberal behaviour ; the other no ſooner finds an | 
eaſy practicable acceſs, but it throws off all 
manner of reverence, grows every day more 
and more familiar and branches out into the 
utmoſt indecency and irre gularity. Indeed, | 
there are many occaſions which may happen 
tocaſt an awe, or even a terror, upon our minds 


at firſt view, without any juſt and reaſonable 


111 


grounds; but upon a little recollection, or a 
nearer inſight, we recover ourſelves, and can 
appear indifferent and unconcerned, where, . 
before, we were ready to fink under a load of 
diffidence and fear. We ſhould, upon ſuch 
occaſions, uſe our endeavours to re gain a due 
degree of ſteadineſs and reſolution; but, at the 
ſame time, we muſt have a care that our efforts 
in that reſpect do not force the balance too 
much, and make it riſe to an unbecomin 8 


freedom and an offenſive familiarity. 
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had rather ſweep the ground with his tail as 
long as he lived, than deprive himſelf of the 
leaſt bit to cover the Ape's naſty ſtinking poſ- 


teriors.? 
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kind of lottery; in which ſome few are en- 


titled. to Prizes of different degrees; ; others, 


and thoſe by much the greateſt part, come off 
with little or nothing. Some, like the Fox, 
have even larger circumſtances than they 


know what to do with, inſe omuch that they are 


rather a charge and incumbrance than of any 


true uſe and pleaſure to them. Others, like 
the poor Ape's caſe, are all blank; not having 


been fo lucky as to draw from the wheel of 


fortune wherewith to cover their nakedneſs, 


and live with tolerable decency. That: theſe 


off 
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things are left, in a great meaſure by Provi- 
dence, to the blind uncertain ſhuffle of chance, 
is reaſonable to conclude from the unequal 
diſtribution of them; for there 1s ſeldom any 
regard had to true merit upon theſe occaſions; 
folly and knavery ride in coaches, while good 
ſenſe and honeſty walk in the dirt. The all- 
wiſe Diſpoſer of events does certainly permit 
theſe things for juſt and good purpoſes, which 
our ſhallow underſtanding is not able to fa- 
thom; but, humanly th inkin g, if the riches 
and power of the world were | to be always in 
the hands of the virtuous part of mankind, 
they would be more likely to do good with 
them in their generation, than the vile ſottiſn 
wretches who generally enjoy them. A truly : 
good man would direct all the ſuperfluous part 
of his wealth, at leaſt, for the neceſſities of his 
fellow-creatures, though there were no reli- 


gion which enjoined it: but ſelfiſh and avari- 
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APPLICATION. 

Envy is the moſt unnatural and unaccount- 
able of all the paſſions. There is ſcarce any | 
other emotion of the mind, however unreaſon- 

able, but may have ſomethin g ſaid in excuſe 
for it; and there are many of theſe weaknefles 
of the ſoul, which, notwithſtanding the wrong- 
neſs and irregularity of them, ſwell the heart, ; 
while they laſt, with pleaſure and gladneſs. 
But the envious man has no ſuch apology as 
this to make; the ſtron ger the paſſion is, the 
greater torment he en and ſub) ects him- 
ſelf to a continual real pain, by only wiſhing 
ill to others. Revenge is ſweet, though cruel 
and inhuman ; and though it ſometimes thirſts 
even for blood, yet may be glutted and ſatiat- 
ed. Avarice | 18 ſomething highly monſtrous 
and abſurd; yet, as it is a deſire after riches, 
every little acquiſition gives it pleaſure; and to 


behold and feel the hoarded treaſure, to a co- 
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vetous man, is a conſtant uncloyin g enjoyment. 
But envy, which is an anxiety ariſing in our 
minds, upon our obſerving accompliſhments 
in others, which we want ourſelves, can never 
receive any true comfort, unleſs in a deluge, 
a conflagration, a plague, or ſome general ca- 
lamity that ſhould befall mankind: for, as long 
as there is a creature livin g, that enjoys its be- 


ing happily within the envious man's ſphere, 


it will afford nouriſhment to his diſtempered 
mind; but ſuch nouriſhment, as will make 
him pine, and fret, and emaciate himſelf to 


nothing. 
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make, hoped, by that means, to live ſecure in 
e of neutrality, and ſave his bacon. It 
was not long before the forces on each ſide 
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met, and gave a battle; and, their 
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running very high, a bloody ſlaughter enſued. 


The Bat, at the beginning of the day, 
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ſelf among them; but kept fluttering at a 
little diſtance, that he might the better ob- 
ſerve, and take his meaſures accordingly. 
However, after ſome time ſpent in the action, 


the army of the Beaſts ſeeming to prevail, he 


went entirely over to them, and endeavoured 


to convince them, by the affinity which he had 


to a mouſe, that he was by nature a beaſt, and 
would always continue firm and true to their 


intereſt. His plea was admitted; but, in the 


end, the advantage turning completely on the 


ſide of the Birds, under the admirable conduet 
and courage of their general the eagle, the 
Bat, to fave his life, and eſcape the dif] grace of 
falling into the hands of his deſerted. friends, 
betook himſelf to flight; and ever fince, ſkkulk- 


ing in caves and hollow trees all day, as if 


aſhamed to ſhew himſelf, he never appears till 


the duſk of the evening, when all the feather- 


ed inhabitants of the air are gone to rooſt. 
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APPLICATION. 
For any one to deſert the intereſt of his 
country, and turn renegado, either out of fear, 
or any proſpect of advantage, is ſo notoriouſly 


vile and low, that it is no wonder if the man, 
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thoſe whoſe cauſe he has betrayed. Yet, as 
there 1s ſcarce. any vice, even to be imagined, 


but there may be found men who have been 


guilty of it, perhaps there have been as many 
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criminals in the caſe before us, as in any one 


. — — r e — r he — . 2 — [⁰ 
= e — — — — 
. nee oe 20 Par rn Io een: _ ter IV 2 2 . . 222 — * - 
* * * 8 1 — — - = — — —— — * 7 2 pg ot » — — * 

.. .. ccc r er 
7 ccc 2 : — 7 EEE 
2 s W > of - # 
= 


particular beſides, notwithſtanding the aggra- 

vation and extraordinary degree of its baſeneſs. 

We cannot help reflecting upon it with hor- 

ror: but, as truly deteſtable as this vice is, and 

muſt be acknowledged to be, by all mankind, . © * a 
ſo far are thoſe that practiſe it from being 


treated with a juſt reſentment by the reſt of 


mankind, that bv the kind reception they 
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wrongs. In the midſt of theſe threats, while 
he was laſhing himſelf with his tail, and tear- 
ing up the ground for anger, an arrow pierced 
his ribs, and hung by its barbed point in his fide. 
He ſet up an hideous and loud roar, occaſioned 
by the anguiſh which he felt, and endeavour- 
ed to draw out the painful dart with his teeth; 
when the Fox, approaching him, inquired 
with an air of ſurpriſe, who it was that could 
have ſtren gth and courage enough to wound 
fo mighty and valorous a beaſt! Ah] ſays 
the Ti ger, 1 was miſtaken in my reckonin g 


it wWas that invincible man vonder. 


APPLICATION. 


D 


Thou th ſtren nit and courage are very good 
ingredients towards the making us ſecure and | 
formidable in the world, yet, unleſs there be 1 
a proper portion of wiſdom or policy to direct : 
them, inſtead of being ſerviceable, they often _ 
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prove detrimental to their proprietors. Araſh 
froward man, who depends upon the excel- 
lence of his own parts and accompliſhments, 15 
is likewiſe apt to expoſe a weak ſide, which his 
enemies might not otherwiſe have obſerved, 
and gives an advantage to others by thoſe 
very means which he fancied would have ſe- 
_ cured it to bimſelf. Counſel * conduct al- 
Ways did, and alw ays will, govern the world; 
and the ſtrong, in ſpite of all their force, can 
never avoid bein g tools to the crafty, Some 
men are as much ſuperior to others in wiſdom 
and policy, as man, in general, is above a brute. 
Stren gth il-concerted, oppoſe ed to them, is like 
a quarter- ſtaff in the hands of a huge, robuſt, 
but bun gling fellow, who fi ights againſt a 
maſter of the ſcience. The latter, though 
without a weapon, would have Tkill and ad- 


dreſs enou gh to. diſarm his adverſary, and 
drub him with his own ſtaff. In a word, ſa- 
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vage fierceneſs and brutal 
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ſtrength muſt not 


pretend to ſtand in competition with fineſſe 


gem. 
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res above others, the Fox could 
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ing to the Lioneſs, that, for her part, the 
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thought Foxes were as happy in that reſpect. 


ity of obſery- 


as almoſt any other creatures; for that they 


bred conſtantly once a year, if not oftener, and 
always had a good li very birth: 


of cubs at eve 
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and yet, ſays ſhe, * there are thoſe who are 


never delivered of more than one at a time, 


and that perhaps not above once or twice 


through their whole life, who hold up their 
noſes, and value themſelves ſo much upon it, 
that they think all other creatures beneath 
them, and ſcarce worthy to be ſpoken to.” 
The Lioneſs, who all the while perceived at 


whom this reflection pointed, was fired with 


reſentment, and with a good deal of vehe- 


mence replied—* What you have obſerved may 


be true, and that not without reaſon. You pro- 


duce a great many at a litter, and often; but 


what are they? Foxes. T1 indeed have but one 


at a time, but you ſhould remember that this 


one is a Lion. 


APPLICATION. 


Our productions, of whatſoever kind, are 


not to be eſteemed ſo much by the quantity as 
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the quality of them. It is not being employed 
much, but well, and to the purpoſe, which 
makes us uſeful to the age we live in, and ce- 


lebrated by thoſe which are to come. As it is 


a misfortune to the countries which are infeſt- 


ed with them, for Foxes and other vermin 


to multiply; ſo, one cannot help throwing out 
a melancholy reflection, when one ſees ſome 


particulars of the human kind increaſe ſo faſt 


as they do. But the moſt obvious meaning of 


this fable is the hint it gives us in relation to 
authors. Theſe gentlemen ſhould never at- 
tempt to raiſe themſelves a reputation, by 
enumerating a catalogue of their productions; 
ſince there is more glory in having written one 


tolerable piece, than a thouſand indifferent 


ones. And whoever has had the good fortune 


to pleaſe in one performance of this kind, 


ſhould be very cautious how he ventures his 


reputation in a ſecond. 
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myſelf by putting on a behaviour quite con- 
tray to what you do; inſtead of being ſtub- 
born and ſtiff, and confiding in my ſtrength, I 
yield and bend to the blaſt, and let it go over 


me; knowing how vain and fruitleſs it would 


be to reſiſt.” 


"APPLICATION. 


Though a tame ſubmiſſion to injuries which 


it is in our power to redreſs be generally 


eſteemed a baſe and adiſhonourable thing; yet, 


to reſiſt where there is no probability, or even 


hopes, of our getting the better, may alſo be 


| looked upon as the effect of a blind temerity, 


and perhaps of a weak underſtanding. The 


ſtrokes of fortune are oftentimes as irr eſiſtible 


as they are ſevere; and he who, with an im- 
patient reluctant ſ} pirit, fi ghts. againſt her, in- 
ſtead of alleviatin 8· does but Gvukls her blows 
upon himſelf. A perſon of a quiet ſtill tem- 15 
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per, whether it is given him by Nature, or ac- 


quired by art, calmly compoſes himſelf, in the 


midſt of a ſtorm, ſo as to elude the ſhock, or 


receive it with the leaſt detriment : like a pru- 


dent experienced ſailor, who is ſwimming to 


the ſhore from a wrecked veſſel in a ſwell- 
ing ſea, he does not oppoſe the fury of the 
waves, but ſtoops and gives way, that they 
may roll over his head without obſtruction. 
The doctrine of abſolute ſubmiſſion in all 
caſes is an abſurd, dogmatical precept, with 
nothing but ignorance and ſuperſtition to ſup- 


port it: but, upon particular occaſions, and 


where it 1s impoſſible for us to overcome, to 


to ſubmit patiently is one of the moſt reaſon- 


able maxims in life. 
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s cloak off firſt. The north Wind began, 


ever elſe he could do, inſtead of making the 


and blew a very cold blaſt, accompanied with 
a ſharp driving ſhower. But this, and what- 


upon a trav 


man q 
his 
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Sun; who, breaking out from a thick watery 
cloud, drove away the cold vapours from the 
ſky, and darted his warm ſultry beams upon the 
head of the poor weather beaten traveller. The 
man growing faint with the heat, and unable 
to endure it any longer, firſt thrown off his 
heavy cloak, and then flies for protection to 


the ſhade of a neighbourin g grove. . 


APPLICATION. 


There is ſomething in the temper of men 
ſo averſe to ſevere and boiſterous treatment, 
that he who endeavours to carey his point that 
way, inſtead of prevailing, generally leaves the 
mind of him, whom he has thus attempted, 
in a more confirmed and obſtinate ſituation 
than he found it at firſt. Bitter words and hard 
uſage freeze the heart into a * of obdu- 
racy, which mild perſuaſion and gentle lan- 


guage only can diſſolve and ſofton.. Perſecu- 


139 


tion has always fixed and riveted thoſe opi- 
nions which it was intended to diſpel; and 


ſome diſcerning men have attributed the quick 


growth of Chriſtianity, in a great meaſure, to 


the rough and barbarous reception which its 


firſt. teachers met with in the world. The 


ſame may have been obſerved of our reforma- 
tion: the blood of the martyrs was the manure 
which produced that great proteſtant crop, on 
which the church of England has ſubſiſted 


ever ſince. Providence, which always makes 


uſe of the moſt natural means to attain its pur- 
poſe, has thought fit to eſtabliſh the pureſt 
religion by this method: the conſideration of 


which may give a proper check to thoſe who 


are continually endeavouring to root out er- 


rors by that very management, which ſo in- 


fallibly fixes and implants all opinions, as well 


erroneous as orthodox. When an opinion is 


ſo violently attacked, it raiſes an attention in 
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Fl 


the perſecuted party, and gives an alarm to 
their vanity, by making them think that worth 


defending and keeping, at the hazard of their 


| lives, which, perhaps, otherwiſe they would 


only have admired a while for the ſake of its 
novelty, a dafterwards reſigned of their own 
accord. In ſhort, a fierce turbulent oppoſition, 
like the north Wind, only ſerves to make a 
man wrap up his notions more cloſely about 


him; but we know not what a kind, Warn, 


ſun-ſhiny behaviour, rightly *pplicd, would 
not be able to effect. 
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them entered the liſts, armed with a point of 
a bulruſh inſtead of a ſpear. A Kite, failing j in 
the air, beheld them afar off; and, while they 


were eagerly bent upon each other, and preſſ- 
ing on to the duel, this fatal enemy deſcended 


ſouſe upon them, and with her crooked talons 


carried off both the cham pions. 


APPLICATION. 
Nothing ſo much expoſes a man's weak fide, 
and lays him ſo open to an enemy, as paſſion 


and malice. He whoſe attention is wholly fixed 


upon forming a project of revenge, is igno- 
rant of the miſchiefs that may be hatching 
againſt him from ſome other quarter, and, 


upon the attack, is unprovided with the means 


of defending or ſecuring himſelf, How are the 


members of a commonwealth ſom etimes divid- 
ed amongſt themſelves, and inſpired with ran- 


cour and malice to the laſt degree; and often 


143 
upon as a great trifle as that which was the 
ſubject matter of debate between the Frog and 
the Mouſe; not for any real advantage, but 
merely who ſhall get the better in the diſ- 
pute? But ſuch animoſities, as inſignificant and 
trifling as they may be among themſelves, are 
yet of the laſt importance to their enemies, 
by giving them many fair opportunities of 
falling upon them, and reducing them to 
miſery and ſlavery. O Britons, when will ye | 
be wiſe! when will ye throw away the ridicu- 
lous diſtinctions of party, thoſe ends of bul- 
ruſhes, and by a prudent union ſecure your- 
ſelves in a ſtate of peace and proſperity ! A . 
ſtate, of which, if it were not for your intoler- 
ably fooliſh and unneceſſary diviſions at home, 
all the powers upon earth could never deprive 


you. 


* 


1 


e Ing r 


Ps KY 


. 


— 


„ 


”* 


ae _ 


"=. * a 


r 
des” By 


INE I? 


2 


oy 


ue» 


VE 


2 


rr 


ET IL ee 
Fae HEY re 


. 1 


P 


. 


. 


8 


<S 


r 


— 1 — — rw 


a . . CINE —— — > o—aap— er - * — - — = — mg © I 


——— 


CONE ICI) - 
_ 8 ny — _ *— — — — — — Accomm - — 
— p «* r ne > * — — — — — r * — — —— £ — . rr 3 
5 — Pa ” __ g — > — — — . : — : 4 — — — — — —— 8 — — — — —— EEInne. 
e a — . — ” . v 1 - e * ; — - 
1 bt * - IA - p 29 7 2 2 ue 4 = dare — — — + L * 5 40 = — — 1 hag 
— q - _ —_ — — ” = 2 — 1 —_—_— — 6 — N — — — —— — — — by - 2 
— — —— — > 5 - = 07h ne — . . m ˙ AWA — ee Or — —— > ns te — . pp - = = 3 
= wm — * — — — - — 5 - - — * Wn = 
F => — — —ñE:::! T. ⁵—P—¹ö 0 0ũ˙öÿ7 A ————______O_ c@Oc© cc@—_—_—— ——— — _ 
— — — - = * 
8 — _ PRIN A SY Bet Ids” A co Onan "3 EIT re ADA. + Ao A T r p ” AB, Oe 
1 f F : < in, * 1 
” p ; * 
” I % , 
5 & * 
* 
; * 
„ 
7 * 
% * 
* 
_ 
- 
: 
* 
: * 
* 
- 
- 
- Hh E 
- 
% * I 
* 4 
- 
. 
» * * 
* * A cl 
* 
% . D - 
4 5 . 


3 
" 
* 
L 
— 
3 
* 
4 
* 
* 


* . - 
p * : 5 
: . * 5 3 : * . * 
2 3-4 4 "YT 4 , 
* * +. . 4 E 5 4 2 _ 26 " 
_ * 7 5 - 
A* a | i : 


" - 
- 
- 
+ by —* 1 ' - 
5 
” * E 
\& % * * , 
* J * 1 
* 1 45 FA . * 
F 0 4 - * © 
9 * q f N 
* \ of * 1 - 4 * 
aw 274 P 4. « 4 * 
* q * . - 
r $ o I? 7 « " 72 » , . 
- I * **K 
4 * # ” 
x * — A . 
Vw . 
3 * * * * * 4 5 2 _ 1 0 * 5 
" > wi” . 5 oo - : 
* I, - * 2 
* - * * 4 4» * 4 * 86 
n 
* * 4 * F 
- - 
" 1 N. + 
* * * 
F- 4 2 1 GY = 
* fa , * 
— - * F 6 8 f 
* 
4 , SY i - » - 
- * 
* 
* 2 
” 
. , 970 
8 # P 
* » * 
— 
* 
* * 
* * 1 
* 


4 
. * 
* 1 - - 
LY 4 i W 4 * 80 25 $ : 
— 2 g ed = „ 
„ „ TY D 
3 < " EE as £ 
i - — x 1 O 
. 2 = 
7 „ . , * . 
. — ? % - wy 1 — 4 - 
% , 
4 * * 
* 
\ «+ 
* = 


2 
177 * 


* 


reer. 


WW 


ac. 


& 


» n 7 
5 5 


7 * In b f 
„ | Ae 
c 2 0 70 2 45 


1 855 


e 


"EE LANE. — 9 
>. po — — 
3 yr Hy, —— 


* 


. EET egos core ——— - —— Dr wer ery S . 
= _ — — — 5 " py... 


ws S < ' : T _ 
r — — r henas o2 > er — TC 4 — WF. x eb om att oe Di ts IEG LID 
* 2 * — 2 d 


- 5 e 
— — — ————— — — — . ˙ V PS gets, — ee — — G — 2 - —— — — = — — — ? —. — — — —— — 8 

- o. — — — — — 9 4 — — — — OE G 5 | = 

— — Ns Ts _— — od p : bY " - —— — — — — — — Ro — 8 * 9 of ky A — - bn — - a, . = * b — — — — — p_——_— — — — — ho 2 
— — ĩ — T:... K:... Pr ns, ⅛˙—!— ˙ ü ̃7Ü˙¹—) ˙ » 0 o — IIA Rats es ene GE Car ERe6 hs ODA Sr ̃ — —— ̃ ùÄ— — —— — — — — — 2 — 70 Ae > 9997 met i v - l — — _ 1 
— > ——— fs en En —v— . — — —e—ẽ . —— — — — oe —— . — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — . a = = — ms — = = : — = : , - - = — . 
— f . a p — — I ——_— I 1 
— — —2ÄU— « — . = — te 


— = > 5 2 — C 2 : - b — og . * — — 
— ——— — —)p = — — —— — ————— 4 ——— — — Ihe — — 


— 


— 
* * 
* 


diculous re 
in 
u.“ 


% 


m have a 
Jupiter, 
mor 


and 
, Was 
o the 


t 


o 
* 


the 
mo 


ri 


ood hu 
ir 
g down 


- 


8 
8 
S 
80 
8 


their 


* 
— 


N. 


er to let 


| 


. 
5 13 


make them live a little honeſter. 
h 
OW1 


tty 
iy at the 


{] 
is a 


in 
ng a little log 
Ki 


ed, There 


in pre 
eart 


* 


— 


time 


* 


\ 


7 


laugh 
thr 


and 
cri 


J 
7 


. 


* 
— 


* 


ing 
eaſed to 
eft;, 

pool, « 


que 


. 


and petitioned Jup 


at that 


9 


ng, who might 


ner 
pl 


148 
ſudden ſplaſh which this made by its fall into 
the water, at firſt terrified them ſo exceedingly, 
that they were afraid to come near it. But in 
a little time, ſeeing it lay ſtill without moving, 
they ventured, by degrees, to approach it; and 
at laſt, findin g there was no dan ger, they leaped 
upon it; and, in ſhort, treated it as familiarly 


as they pleaſed. But not contented with fo in- 


ſipid a King as this was, they ſent their depu- 
ties to petition again for another ſort of one; 
for this they nelther did nor could Hike, Upon 
hut he ent then! a ſtork, who, without any 
5 ceremony, fell a 


uring and eating them 
up, one after” another, as faſt as ne could. 
Then they applied themſelves privately to 5 
Mercury, and got bim to ſpeak to Jupiter 
in their behalf, that he would be ſo food "ub 
to bleſs them again with another King, or re- 
ftore them to their former fate. No fa ys | 


he, ſince it was their own choice, let the ob⸗ 
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ſtinate wretches ſuffer the puniſhment due to 
their folly. | 


APPLICATION. 


It is "Ny extraordinary to find a fable of 
this k finiſhed with ſo bold and yet polite 
A turn by Phædrus: one who attained his free- 
: dom by the favour of Auguſtus, and wrote it 


in the time of Tiberius; who Were, fuccefhively, 


tyrannical uſurpers of the Roman government. 

If we may take his word for it, Aſop ſpoke it 
5 upon this occaſion. When the commonwealth 
of Athens flouriſhed under good wholeſome | 
laws of its own enacting, they relied ſo much 
upon the ſecurity of their liberty, that they 
negligently ſuffered it to run out into licenti- 
ouſneſs. And factions happening to be fo- 
mented among them by deſignin g people, much 


about the ſame time, Piſiſtratus took that op- 


portunity to make himſelf maſter of their cita- 
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vered the whole plot, was reſolved to be even 
with them; for, from that time, ſhe 1 + 
them to riſe conſtantly at midni St. 


APPLICATION. | 
It can never be expected that things ſhould 
be, in all reſpects, agreeable to our wiſhes; | 
and, if they are not very bad indeed, we ought, a 


in many caſes, to be contented with them 4 
leſt when, through impatience, we precipi- 
rately quit our prefent condition of life, we 
may to our forrow find, with the old faying, 
that ſeldom comes a better. 
tempt any alteration of moment, we fhould 
be certain what fate it will produce ; far, 
ang are already bad, to make them 
worſe by trying experiments, is an argument 15 
of great weakneſs and folly, and is ſure to 
be attended with a too late repentance. Griev- | 

arices, if really ſuch, ought by all means to 
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be redrefled, provided we can be aſſured of 


any time, bear with ſome 


doing 
mend it. 
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a Fox chanced to paſs by that way, who, per- 
ceiving how the caſe ſtood, very impudently 
ſtept in between them, ſeized the booty which 
they had all this while been contendin g for, 
and carried it off. The two combatants, who 
lay and beheld all this, without having ſtrength 
enough to ſtir and prevent it, were only wiſe 
enough to make this reflection: * Bebold the 
fruits of our ſtrife and contention ! that villain, 


the Fox, bears away the Prize, and we ourſelves 
have deprived each other of the power to re- 


cover — him.“ 7 


APPLICATION: 


„ 
5 - 


When people go to law about an uncertain 
title, and have ſpent their whole eſtate in the 
conteſt, nothing is more common than for ſome 
little pettifogging attorney to ſtep in and ſecure 
it to himſelf. The very name of Jaw ſeems to 
imply equity and juſtice, and that is the,bait 


= 
which has drawn in many to their ruin. Others 
are excited by their paſſions, and care not if 
they deſtroy themſelves, ſo they do but ſee their 
enemy periſn with them. But, if we lay aſide 
prejudice and folly, and think calmly of the 
matter, we ſhall find, that going to law is not 
the beſt way of deciding differences about pro- 


perty; it being, generally ſpeaking, much ſafer 


to truſt to the arbitration of two or three ho- 


neſt ſenſible neighbours, than, at a vaſt expence 
of money, time, and trouble, to run through 
the tedious, frivolous forms, with which, by the 
artifice of greedy lawyers, a court of judicature 
is contrived to be attended. It has been faid, 


that if mankind would lead moral virtuous 


hves, there would be no occaſion for divines; 


if they would but live temperately and ſoberly, 


that they would never want phyſicians: both 


which aſſertions, though true in the main, are 


yet expreſſed in too great a latitude. But one 
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| 
may venture to affirm, that if men prefer eee 
| ftrict regard to Juſtice and honeſty in their deal- 
| ings with each other, and upon any miſtake or 
miſappiehenſion were always ready to. refer 
5 | the matter to diſintereſted umpires, of acknow- 
| © ledged judgment and integrity, they never could | 
| bs have the leaſt occaſion for lawyers. When peo- 
| En Ple have gone to law, it is rarely to be found 
| 1 but one or both parties was either ſtupidly 


obſtinate, or raſhly inconſiderate. For, if. the 


| b| | ), caſe ſhould nappen to be ſo intricate that a 
47 man of common ſenſe. could not diſtinguiſh 
[ . | who had the beſt tile, how eaſy would it be to 


| Live: the opinion of the beſt counſel in the 
A * TY land, and agree to determine it by that? If it 

j 1 ſhould appear dubious even after chat, how 
1 =... much better would it be to divide the thing 1 in 
in | SE : diſpute, rather than go to law, and hazard the 

| loſing not only of the whole, but colts and da- 
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g, he was not able 


„ reach it. Then he endeavoured to over- 


| tum the Pitcher, that ſo at leaſt he mak be 

able to get a little of it. But his ge was 

| not ſufficient for this. At laſt, ſeeing * 
Pebbles lie near the place, he caſt them one 4 
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by one into the Pitcher; and thus, by degrees, 
raiſed the water up to the very brim, and ſa- 
tisſied his thirſt. 
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Many things which cannot be effected by 
ſtrength, or by the vulgar way of enterpriſing g. 
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may yet be brought about by fome new and 
| untried means. A man of ſagacity and pene- 
i | 855 tration, upon encountering a difficulty or two, 
= | does not immediately deſpair; but, if he can- 
not ſucceed one Ways employs his wit and 
ingenuity another; ; and, to avoid or get over 
an impediment, makes no ſcruple of ſtepping 
out of the path of his forefathers. Since our 
happineſs, next to the regulation of our minds, 
depends altogether upon our having and en- 
joying the conveniences of life, why ſhould 


_ we. ſtand upon ceremony about the methods 


of obtaining them, or pay any deference to 
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antiquity upon that ſcore? If almoſt every age 
had not exerted itſelf in ſome new improve- 
ments of its own, we ſhould want a thouſand 
arts, or, at leaſt, many degrees of perfection in 


every art, which at preſent we are in poſſeſſion 
of. The invention of any thing which is more 
commodious for the mind or body than what 
they had before, ought to be embraced readily, 
and the mxajotor of it diſtinguiſhed with a 
ſuitable encouragement. Such as the uſe of 


the compaſs, for example, from which man- 


kind reaps ſo much benefit and advantage, and 
which was not known to former ages. When 
we follow the ſteps of thoſe who have gone 
before us in the old beaten track of life, how 
do we differ from marks in a team, which are 
linked to each other by a chain or harneſs, and 
n on in a dull heavy pace, to the tune of 


their leader's bells? But the man who enriches 


the preſent fund of knowledge with ſome new 
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with his ſharp prickly quills that they ſoon 

repented of their eaſy compliance, and entreated 

the Porcupine to withdraw, and leave tem 
their hole to themſelves. No, ſays he, let = 
them quit the place that don't like it; for —_ TX 
part, I am well enough ſatisfied as l am. | 
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APPLICATION. 
Some people are of ſo brutiſh, inhoſpitable 


tempers, that there is no living with them, 


| without greatly incommoding ourſelves. There- 


fore, before we enter into any degree of friend- 


fhip, alliance, or partnerſhip, with any perſon 
whatever, we ſhould thorou ghly conſider his 
natute and qualities, his circumſtances and his 
humour. 8 There ou ght to be ſomethin g in each 


of theſe ref; pects to tally and correſ pond with 


our own meaſures, to ſuit our genius, and 


adapt itſelf to the ſize and proportion of our 
deſires; otherwiſe our affociations, of whatever 
kind, may prove. the greateſt plagues of our 
life. Young men are very apt to run into this 
error; and being warm in all their paſſions, 


throw open their at once, and admit into 


the greateſt intimacy perſons whom they know 
little of, but by falſe and uncertain lights. Thus 


they ſometimes receive a Viper into their bo- 
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ſom inſtead of a friend, and take a Porcupine 


for a conſort, with whom they are obliged to 


cohabit, though ſhe may prove a thorn in their 
 fides as long as they live. A true friend is one 
of the greateſt bleffings in life; therefore to 
be miſtaken or diſappointed of ſuch enjoy- 
ment, when we hope to be in full poſſeſſion of 
it, muſt be as great a mortification. So that we 
cannot be too nice and raul 1n our choice 
of thoſe who are to be our companions for life: 
for they muſt have but a poor ſhallow notion 
of friendſhip who intend to take it, like a leaſe, 
for a term of years only. In a word, the doc- 


trine which this fable ſpeaks, is to prepare us 


againſt being injured or deceived by a raſh 


combination of any ſort. The manners of the 


man we deſire for a friend, of the woman we 


like for a wife, of the perſon with whom we 


would jointly manage and concert meaſures 


for the advancement of our temporal intereſt, 
— 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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alter our mind when 
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before we embark with them 
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regaining 


the ſhore after 


we have launched out of our depth. 
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upon an adjoining common, had not run far 
before their courſe was ſtopt by that of a gentle 
brook which glided acroſs the way they in- 
tended to take, This was ſo grievous a diſap- 
pointment that they were not able to bear it; 
and they determined rather to throw themſelves 
headlon 8 into the water, let what would become 
of it, than lead a life ſo full of dangers and 

croſſes. But, upon their coming to the brink of 
the river, a parcel of Frogs, which were ſitting 
there, frighted at their approach, leapt into the 

ſtream in great confuſion, and dived to the very 
bottom for fear: which a cunning old puſs ob- 
ſerving, called to the reſt and ſaid, © Hold, have 


a care what ye do: here are other creatures, I 


perceive, which have their fears as well as us: 


don't then let us fancy ourſelves the moſt mi- 
ſerable of any upon earth; but rather, by their 
example, learn to bear patiently thoſe inconve- 


niencies which our nature has thrown upon us. 
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APPLICATION. 


This fable is deſigned to ſhew us how un- 


reaſonable many people are for livin g in ſuch 
continual fears and diſquiets about the miſer- 
ableneſs of their condition. There is hardly any 
fate of life great enough to ſatisfy the wiſhes 


of an ambitious man; and ſcarce any ſo mean 


but may ſupply all the neceſſities of him that 


is moderate. But if people will be ſo unwiſe 


as to work themſelves up to imaginary misfor- 
tunes, why do they grumble at nature and 
their ſtars, when their own perverſe ine are 
only to blame? 1f we are to conclude ourſelves 
unhappy by as many degrees as there are others 


greater than we, why then the greateſt part of 


mankind muſt be miſerable, in ſome degree at 


leaſt, But, if they who repine at their own 


afflicted condition would but reckon up how 


many more there are with whom they would 


not change caſes, than whoſe pleaſures they 
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_ envy, they would certainly riſe up better ſa- 
tisfied from ſuch a calculation. | But what ſhall 
we ſay to thoſe who have a way of | creating 
themſelves panics from the ruſtling of the 


wind, the ſcratchin 8 of a rat or mouſe behind 


the hangings, the fluttering of a moth, or the 
motion of their own. ſhadow by moonlight? 
Their whole life is as full of alarms as that of 
a Hare, and they never | think themſelves ſo 
0 happy as when, like the timorous folks in the 


4 fable, they meet with a ſet of creatures as b fear- 


ful as them ſelves. 
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had nothing elſe to do but to come with a good 
weapon and knock him on the head as he lay 
in his cave. The ſhepherd followed his di- 
rections, and killed the Wolf. The wicked Fox 
enjoyed the cave and proviſions to himſelf, but 


enjoyed them not long; for the ſame ſhepherd 


paſſing afterwards by the ſame hole, and ſeeing | 
the Fox there, diſpatched him alſo. 


APPLICATION. 


This fable ſeems to be directed againſt the 
odious trade of informing. Not that giving in 
informations againſt criminals and enemies of 
the public is in itſelf odious, for it is com- 
mendable; but the circumſtances and manner 
of doing it oftentimes make it a vile and de- 
teſtable employment. He that accuſes another 
for the ſake of the promiſed reward, or 
in hopes of getting his forfeited eſtate, or with 


any other ſuch mercenary view, nay, even to 
N 
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ſave his own life, whatever he gets by the bar- 


gain, is ſure to loſe his reputation: for, indeed, 
the. moſt innocent company 18 not ſafe with 
ſuch a one in it, nor the neighbourhood ſecure 
in which he lives. A villain of his ſtamp, 
whoſe only end is getting, will as ſoon betray 
the innocent as the guilty: let him but know 
where there is a ſuſpected perſon, and propoſe 
the reward, and he will ſcarce fail to work the 
ſuſpicion up to high treaſon, or be at a loſs to 
give ſufficient proofs of it. We have no ſmall 
comfort concerning this ſort of people, when 
we conſider how improbable it is that they 
ſhould thrive or proſper long in their ill-gotten 
poſſeſſions. For he that can betray another for 
the ſake of a little pelf, muſt be a man of ſuch 
bad principles that it cannot be for the intereſt 
of any community to ſuffer him to live long 
in it. Beſides, he himſelf will not be contented 


with one ſingle villany; and there 1s no fear 
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innocence is obnoxious, honeſty contemptible, 


and it is reckoned criminal to eſpouſe the cauſe 


of virtue. Men originally entered into cove- 
nants and civil compacts with each other for 


the promotion of their happineſs and well- 


being, for the eſtabliſhment of juſtice and pub- 


lic peace. How comes it then that they look 


ſtupidly on, and tamely acquieſce, When wicked 


men pervert this end, and eſtabliſh an arbi- 


trary tyranny of their own, upon the founda- 
tion of fraud and oppreſſion ? Among beaſts, 


who are incapable of being civilized by ſocial 


laws, it is no firange thing to ſee innocent 


helpleſs ſheep fall a prey to dogs, wolves, and 
kites: but it is amazing how mankind could | 
ever ſink down to ſuch a low degree of baſe 
cowardice, as to ſuffer ſome of the worſt of 
their ſpecies to uſurp a power over them, to 

ſuperſede the righteous laws of good govern- 

ment, and to exerciſe all kinds of injuſtice and 
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hardſhip, in gratifying their own vicious luſts. 
Wherever ſuch enormities are practiſed, it is 
when a few rapacious ſtateſmen combine to- 
gether to get and ſecure the power in their 
own hands, and agree to divide the ſpoils among 
themſelves. For as long as the cauſe is to be 


tried only among themſelves, no queſtion but 


they will always vouch for each other. But, 
at the ſame time, it is hard to determine which 
reſemble brutes mo, they in acting, or the 
people in ſuffering them to act, their vile ſelfiſh 


ſchemes. 
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APPLICATION. 
It is very abſurd to ſlight or inſult another 
upon his wanting a property which we poſſeſs; 
for he may, for any thing we know, have as 


juſt reaſon to triumph over us, by being maſ- 
ter of ſome good quality of which we are in- 


capable. But, in regard to the fable before us, 


that which the Peacock values himſelf upon, 


the glitter and finery of dreſs, is one of the 
moſt trifling conſiderations in nature; and 
what a man of ſenſe would be aſhamed to 
reckon even as the leaſt part of merit. Indeed, 
children, and thoſe people who think much 


about the ſame pitch with them, are apt” to 


be taken with varniſh and tinſel: but they 


who examine by the ſcale of common ſenſe 


muſt find ſomething of weight and ſubſtance, 


before they can be perſuaded to ſet a value. 


The mind which is ſtored with virtuous. and 


rational ſentiments, and the behaviour which 
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ſpeaks complacence and humility, ſtamps an- 
eſtimate upon the poſſeſſor, which all judicious 


ſpectators are ready to admire and acknow- 
ledge. But if there be any merit in an em- 


broidered coat, a brocade waiſtcoat, a ſhoe, a 


ſtocking, or a ſword-knot, the perſon who 

wears them has the leaſt claim to it; let it be 
aſcribed where it juſtly belongs to the ſeveral 
artiſans who wrou ght and diſpoſed the mate 


rials of which they conſiſt. This moral is not 


intended to derogate any thing from the mag- 


nificence of fine clothes and rich equipages, 


which, as times and circumſtances require, 


may be uſed with decency and propriety 


enough: but one carinot help being concern- 


ed, leſt any worth ſhould be affixed to them 


more than their own intrinſic value. 
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upon him after any manner whatſoever: par- 
ticularly how we let our ton gues ſlip in cen- 


ſuring the actions of thoſe who are, in the 


opinion of the world, not only of an un- 
queſtioned reputation, fo that nobody will be- 
heve what we inſinuate againſt them; but of 
ſuch an influence, upon account of their own 
veracity, that the leaſt word from them would E 
ruin our credit to all intents and purpoſes. If ® 
vlt he the caſe, and we have a ſatirical Vein, 
eri db mut have # flow, let 
us be canfious at whom we level it; for if the 
perſorrs underſtanding be of better proof than 
our own, all aur ingenious ſallies, like liquor | 
ſquirted againſt the witid, will recoil back upon 
our own faces, and make us the ridicule. of 
every 1 edator. This fable, beſides, is not 1 
improper emblem of envy; which, rather than 
not bite ar all, will fall foul where it can hurt 
nothing but itſelf. e 


which at certain 
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ere ante, 


ock happened to be 
averſion, or rather antipathy, to the crow- | | 
"= dock; ſo that he no ſooner heard the | 
voice: of that bird, but he betook him to his | 
heels, and run away as faſt as ever he could. 
The Aſs fancying he fled for fear of him, in 
| the bravery of his heart purſned him, and 
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followed him ſo far, that they were quite out 


of the hearing of the Cock; which the Lion 


no ſooner perceived, but he turned about and 


ſeized the Aſs; and juſt as he was ready to tear 
him to pieces, the ſluggiſh creature is ſaid to 
have expreſſed himſelf thus :— Alas ! fool that I 
was, knowing the cowardice of my own na- 
rare; thus by an affected courage to throw 
myſelf into the jaws of death, when 1 might 
have remained ſecure and unmoleſted * 


APPLICATION. 


There are many who, out of an ambition 
to appear conſiderable, affect to ſhew them- 
ſelves men of fire, ſpirit, and courage : but 
theſe being qualities, of which they are not 
the right owners, they generally expoſe them- 
ſelves, and ſhew the little title they have to 
them, by endeavouring to exert and produce 


them at unſeaſonable times, or with improper 
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perſons. A bully, for fear you ſhould find 


. „ 
_ 1 - wt "ther 0 MC pn fn —  —__ yy 
— e r — — — — — , a : 


him out to be a coward, overacts his part, and 
calls you to account for affronts which a man 
of true bravery would never have thought 
of: and a cowardly ſilly fellow, obſerving that 
he may take ſome liberties with impunity, 
where perhaps the place or-the company pro- 
tect him, falſely concludes from thence, that 
the perſon with whom he made free is a greater 
coward than himſelf; ſo that he not only con- 
tinues his offenſive raillery and impertinence 
for the preſent, but probably renews them in 
ſome place not ſo privileged as the former, 


where his inſolence meets with a due chaſ- 


tiſement; than which nothing is more equit- 
able in itſelf, or agreeable to the diſcreet part 
of mankind. 
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fell from the Peacocks, ſtuck them in among =} 
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ey ſoon found him out, ſt 


| borrowed plumes, and, falling u 


| R 
their ſharp bills, p im as his preſ' 3 


ſttson deſerved. Upon this, full of grief and 1 
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affliction, he returned to his old companions, 
and would have flocked with them again; but 


they, knowing his late life and converſation, 
induſtriouſly avoided him, and refuſed to ad- 
mit him into. their company: and one of them, 
at the ſame time, gave 'him this ſerious re- 
proof If, friend, you could have been con- 
tented with our ſtation, and had not diſdained 
the rank in which Nature had placed you, you 
had not been uſed ſo ſcurvily by thoſe upon 
whom you intruded yourſelf, nor ſuffered the 


notorious ſlight which now we think ourſelves 


obliged to put upon you.” 


STEHAOA TION: | 


What we may learn from this fable is, in 


the main, to live contentedly in our own con- 


dition, whatever it be, without affecting | to 
look bigger than we are by a falſe or borrow- 
ed light. To be barely pleaſed with appear- 


891 


ing above what a man really is, is bad enough; 
and what may juſtly render bim contemptible 
in the eyes of his equals: but if, to enable him 
to do this with ſomething of a better grace, he 
has clandeſtinely feathered his neſt with his 


neighbour's goods, when found out, he has 


nothing to expect but to be ſtripped of his 


plunder, and uſed like a felonious rogue into 


the bargain. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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